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1. Introduction

The foundations of classical and quantum mechanics are deeply rooted in the symmetries
of spacetime. In both relativistic and Galilean frameworks, local boost invariance plays
a central role in determining the structure of phase space and the dynamics of particles
and fields. Boost invariance is embedded in the geometric structure of standard space-
time models—namely, Lorentzian manifolds for relativistic theories and Newton–Cartan
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spacetimes for non-relativistic mechanics [1]. In these settings, boosts link different iner-
tial frames, enforcing a relativity principle that severely constrains both the admissible
equations of motion and the symmetries of the underlying geometry [2].

However, a wide and growing class of physical, biological, and computational sys-
tems exist where boost symmetry is either broken, irrelevant or fundamentally absent.
In active matter systems and biological collectives, such as bird flocks or cell tissues
(see e.g. [3]), the dynamics often refer to an absolute frame dictated by a medium or
background, invalidating the equivalence of inertial observers [4]. In condensed matter
physics, non-relativistic effective field theories describing systems with anisotropic or
Lifshitz-type scaling (see e.g. [5, 6]) frequently violate boost invariance while retain-
ing well-defined Hamiltonian dynamics [7]. Similar structures emerge in the study of
particle-based optimisation algorithms, such as particle swarm optimisation (see e.g.
[8]), where particles evolve under Hamiltonian-like rules in a configuration space for
which imposition of inertial frames or boost transformations are overly restrictive [9].

These examples and issues suggest that the insistence on local boost invariance may
be unnecessarily restrictive in many contexts. Moreover, with the advent and utilisation
of gauge/gravity dualities, there have been many investigations into the nature and
structure of (quasi-)hydrodynamics for strongly coupled field theories (for example, see
[10] for a review) including arguments that boost agnostic hydrodynamics being in the
frameworkthat enables the understanding of steady driven states [11–16]. Many results
have been derived in these rather esoteric theories, however the general utility of the
formalisms and results remains dubious. Naturally, we would then like to work at weak
coupling with computational kinetic theories where the underlying theory is not only
understood and calculable, but intuitive. However, without a generic framework for
understanding systems with a lack of boost invariance, this has not previously been
possible.

Motivated by this, we develop the foundations of a boost-agnostic Hamiltonian mech-
anics in this work, a framework for describing particle dynamics on manifolds where no
local boost symmetry is present. The appropriate geometric setting for this construc-
tion is the Aristotelian manifold (see e.g. [17–21]), which features a globally defined
clock form (defining absolute time) and a degenerate spatial metric (defining absolute
spatial intervals), but no group action implementing boost transformations. This geo-
metry provides a natural structure in which to formulate theories where velocity is an
observer-independent attribute, and no relativity principle holds.

Core to what we develop here is the consistent coupling of our exotic particles
(i.e. those with boost-agnostic Hamiltonians) to curved manifolds; this allows us to
rigorously define an analogue of the stress-energy-momentum (SEM) tensor and charge
currents. However, doing so is quite involved. Hence, after reviewing minimal necessary
details on the geometry of Aristotelian manifolds, we begin by applying our formalism
to a class of easy-to-grasp systems on a flat manifold. We extend it to kinetic theory,
detailing the evolution of particle distribution functions on Aristotelian spacetimes.
We demonstrate that the SEM tensor complex and charge current derived from such
ensembles reproduce the ideal hydrodynamic form at a leading order in a derivative
expansion. Surprisingly, despite the absence of boost symmetry, the system still obeys
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the ideal gas law, a feature we trace back to the structure of invariant phase space
volume and energy conservation associated with time-like Killing fields.

Having then demonstrated the utility of our expressions, we will subsequently
develop the formal structure of our theory. In particular, we show how to construct
Hamiltonian mechanics on general Aristotelian manifolds in a way that preserves core
features such as the symplectic structure, conservation laws, and Liouville’s theorem.
We establish a formulation of phase space dynamics in which the Hamiltonian vector
fields lie entirely in the horizontal subbundle of the cotangent bundle. This leads to a
nontrivial generalisation of Liouville’s theorem, valid on constraint surfaces associated
with worldline-reparametrisation-invariant dynamics, such as those of exotic (i.e. having
a non-boost invariant Hamiltonian) free particles.

A key technical element of our construction is the application of the uplifts of Killing
vectors from the base Aristotelian manifold to the phase space. Despite the absence
of a boost group, many Aristotelian spacetimes admit rich isometry groups, whose
infinitesimal generators can be lifted to symplectomorphisms on phase space. We show
that these uplifted vector fields generate conserved quantities via a Poisson bracket
structure, and that the Hamiltonians associated with them are naturally preserved
under free dynamics. This allows us to construct a class of free Hamiltonians—defined
entirely from Aristotelian invariant scalars—that generalise the standard kinetic energy
terms in Galilean or relativistic theories.

In summary, this work lays the geometric and dynamical foundations of boost-
agnostic Hamiltonian mechanics. The formalism we develop:

1. generalises phase space dynamics to settings without local boost symmetry;

2. identifies the class of free Hamiltonians and their associated conservation laws;

3. establishes Liouville’s theorem on constraint surfaces for exotic particles;

4. derives hydrodynamic observables and demonstrates the universality of the ideal gas
law.

These results open the door to a systematic treatment of systems—physical, bio-
logical, or computational—whose dynamics are best described in the absence of boost
invariance, while retaining a fully Hamiltonian formulation.

2. Conservation laws according to Aristotle

We are indebted to many previous works on Aristotelian manifolds (a non-exhaustive
list includes [17–21]) for developing various parts of the formalism gathered here. In
this section we shall recount what is necessary for our discussion of Hamiltonian mech-
anics giving a brief overview, from the author’s biased perspective, rather than being
pedagogical. Those sufficiently familiar with the topics presented can skip to the next
section.
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2.1. A brief summary of the theory of Aristotelian manifolds

In Aristotelian geometry there are two key invariants related to the motion of a point
particle. These are the time between points ∆t on its world-line and the spatial distance
∆l. All observers must agree on the value of these scalars independently of their relative
motion and thus on the average velocity ∆l/∆t.

Let us consider the ∆t and ∆l associated with the motion of a chosen particle
between two distinct points on its worldline. We take an Aristotelian manifold to be
a differentiable manifold M with a preferred choice of one-form τ and a symmetric,
positive degenerate two-tensor h (the signature of h is (0,1, . . . ,1)) which parameterise
the difference in time and space between points that are infinitesimally separated on
the world-line of the particle. Thus,

∆t=

ˆ λ1

λ0

dλ τµẋ
µ (λ) , ∆l =

ˆ λ1

λ0

dλ
√
hµν ẋµ (λ) ẋν (λ) , (1)

where xµ(λ) ∈M is the particle’s position on the manifold, ẋµ = dxµ(λ)/dλ and λ ∈
[λ0,λ1] is a parameterisation of a segment of the particle’s world-line. Notice that both
these quantities, ∆t and ∆l, are invariant under reparameterisations of the world-line
parameter λ→ λ ′(λ) and that ∆l ⩾ 0 as expected for a spatial length scale. The motion
of a particle will be time-like if

τµ
dxµ (λ)

dλ
6= 0 . (2)

For future reference, we define a vector ξµ to be future pointing if

τµξ
µ > 0 , (3)

and conversely for past-pointing. The vector is spatial if τµξ
µ = 0.

Given τµ and hµν we assume that we can construct the vector νµ and contravariant,

symmetric two-tensor h̃µν which satisfy

νµτµ = −1 , hµνν
µ = 0 , h̃µντν = 0 , (4a)

and, in particular, the coordinate basis completeness relation

h̃µρhρν = δµν + νµτν . (4b)

Here τµ and hµν are termed the ‘structure invariants’, νµ and h̃µν are the ‘inverse
structure invariants’. A precise construction for them in terms of the vielbeins and the
local symmetry group is given in appendix A. Subsequently we can define the volume
form

volM = e dx0 ∧dx1 ∧ . . .∧dxd , (5a)

e= det
(
τµ, eiµ

)
. (5b)

where we assume that one can determine vielbeins eiµ such that hµν = δije
i
µejν . For further

information please refer to appendix A.
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We now add a connection to our manifold. In particular, we shall also assume that
we can find a structure invariant compatible connection, such that

∇µτν = ∂µτν −Γρµντρ = 0 , (6a)

∇µhνρ = ∂µhνρ−Γσµρhσν −Γσµνhσρ = 0 . (6b)

This places the following constraints on particular projections of the connection
coefficients

Γρµντρ = ∂µτν , (7a)

2Γσµ(ρhν)σ = ∂µhνρ . (7b)

The second equation (6b) is not so distinct from what one has for the usual Christoffel
connection in a relativistic theory. Consequently we can use the same trick of permuting
indices to find

∂µhνλ + ∂νhµλ− ∂ρhµλ = 2Γσ(µν)hσλ + Σσ
µλhνσ + Σσ

νλhµσ , (8a)

Σσ
µν = 2Γσ[µν] , (8b)

where Σσ
µν is a tensor, rather than a connection, called the torsion. A key difference

from the standard relativistic case is that we do not know a posteriori that we can set
this torsion to zero.

Consequently, taking the connection and projecting the raised index we have

Γρµν = Γσµν

(
−τσνρ +hσαh̃

αρ
)

= −νρ∂µτν + Γσ(µν)hασh̃
αρ +

1

2
Σσ
µνhασh̃

αρ

= −νρ∂µτν +
1

2
h̃ρλ (∂µhνλ + ∂νhµλ− ∂ρhµλ)

+
1

2
h̃ρλ
(
Σσ
µνhλσ −Σσ

µλhνσ −Σσ
νλhµσ

)
. (9)

It should be noted that this connection has an important non-uniqueness. If we can find
a tensor Kρ

µν such that

Kρ
µντρ = 0 , Kλ

µνhλρ +Kλ
µρhλν = 0 , (10)

then we can shift Γρµν → Γ̃ρµν = Γρµν +Kρ
µν while still satisfying (7). In the geometrisation

of Newtonian gravity this non-uniqueness can be used to introduce the Newtonian
gravitational potential. In particular, one posits the existence of an additional field to
τ and h, the mass form m, and identifies

Kρ
µν = h̃ρλτ(µFν)ρ , Fµν = 2∂[µmν] , (11)

where under appropriate assumptions mµ ∼ ϕτµ with ϕ is the Newtonian gravitational
potential [2, 22–24]. In future developments we hope to be able to use this freedom to
impose external forces on our system in a usefully geometric manner.
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As is done in [21] one may partly eliminate the torsion tensor from the expression
by using the Lie derivative of h along the vector field ν. This latter quantity can be
written as

(Lνh)µν = νλ∂λhµν + ∂µν
λhλν + ∂νν

λhλµ

= νλ
(
Σσ
λµhσν + Σσ

λνhσµ
)

(12)

where we have employed compatibility of the covariant derivative with the inverse struc-
ture invariants

∇µν
ν = ∂µν

ν + Γνµρν
ρ = 0 . (13)

The connection can then be expressed as

Γρµν = −νρ∂µτν +
1

2
h̃ρλ (∂µhνλ + ∂νhµλ− ∂ρhµλ) +

1

2
h̃ρλτν (Lνh)µλ

+Kρ
µν , (14a)

Kρ
µν = −1

2
h̃ρλh̃αβhβν

(
Σσ
αλhµσ −Σσ

µαhλσ
)
− 1

2
h̃ρλΣσ

µλhνσ , (14b)

where Kρ
µν is a tensor satisfying (10) but built without the introduction of a mass one-

form. We can then either view the torsion as some tensor we must supply in addition
to the structure invariants, or define Kρ

µν as is done in [21].
For our structure invariant connection, we can see that the torsion is generically

non-zero and forcing it to be will at least impose a constraint on the clock form. This
means that certain familiar results from (pseudo-)Riemannian geometry become more
complicated. For example, the commutator of derivatives acting on any tensor fields
includes an additional term

[∇µ,∇ν ]T
σ1...σm
ρ1...ρn =

m∑
j=1

R
σj
µνλT

σ1...σj−1λσj+1...σm
ρ1...ρn

−
n∑
i=1

Rλ
µνρiT

σ1...σm
ρ1...ρi−1λρi+1...ρn

−Σλ
µν∇λT

σ1...σm
ρ1...ρn , (15a)

where we have defined the curvature tensor in the usual manner

Rρ
µνσ = 2

(
∂[µΓρν]σ + Γρ[µ|αΓα|ν]σ

)
. (15b)

Extreme caution must be exercised by those familiar with relativistic physics in
manipulating Rσ

µνρ as common features of the Riemann tensor, such as certain per-
mutation symmetries of the lowered indices detailed in lemma 4 of appendix A, failing
to hold for the Aristotelian curvature tensor.
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2.2. Killing vectors on Aristotelian manifolds

A feature of key importance in our work will be the relationship between symmetries
and the notion of a particle being ‘free’. In this section we shall discuss the generalisation
of infinitesimal symmetries to the Aristotelian case. In particular, one of the benefits of
building our system on top of curved manifolds is that it allows us to precisely define
the analogue of the SEM tensor—and thus energy and momentum as components of
this tensor—in an Aristotelian setup.

Suppose we are given some functional, such as an action for a particle, defined on
our Aristotelian manifold. We can introduce tensors T̃µ and T̃µν by the variation of the
action with respect to the (inverse) structure invariants4 such that

δS =

ˆ
dd+1x e

[
T̃µδν

µ− 1

2
T̃µνδh̃

µν

]
, (17)

where S =
´

dd+1x eL is the action (or other relevant functional), L the Lagrangian

density, and T̃µν is symmetric in its indices. An infinitesimal diffeomorphism acts on a
vector field and contravariant 2-tensor as

νµ → νµ + (Lξν)µ , h̃µν → h̃µν +
(
Lξh̃

)µν
, (18)

where ξ is the vector field generating the diffeomorphism. Assuming S to be diffeo-
morphism invariant, as one expects for any reasonable theory, it is not hard to show
that if the variation of our action (17) is generated by the infinitesimal diffeomorphism
then

δS =

ˆ
dd+1x e

[
1

e

δ (eL)

δνµ
Lξνµ +

1

e

δ (eL)

δh̃µν
Lξh̃µν

]
=

ˆ
dd+1x e

[
1

e
∂ρ

(
−eT̃σνρ + eT̃σν h̃

νρ
)

+ T̃µ∂σν
µ− 1

2
T̃µν∂σh̃

µν

]
ξσ = 0 , (19)

up to boundary terms which we assume will vanish. If we further define the SEM tensor
complex as the (1, 1)-tensor object

T µν = −νµT̃ν + h̃µρT̃ρν . (20)

then the following (conservation) equation,

1

e
∂ρ (eT ρσ) + T̃µ∂σν

µ− 1

2
T̃µν∂σh̃

µν = 0 , (21)

4 We note that there is a small ambiguity in the definition of T̃µν under T̃µν → T̃µν + cτµτν as τµδhµντν = 0. Consequently, we
will choose a convention where the totally time-like component of this tensor vanishes as it does not enter into the conservation
equation (21). With that said, this decomposition of the SEM tensor complex in terms of the inverse structure invariants can be
compared to that of [21], where

T̃αν = −T σ (hαστν + hνστα) + hασT
σβhβν , T̃ν = −τσT στν + τσT

σβhβν . (16)

Again, where we have taken the convention that the totally time-like components of the 2-index tensors to vanish.
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is an identity that must be satisfied by any solution for the particle’s motion. This is
the analogue of SEM tensor conservation in a relativistic theory.

Among the diffeomorphism transformations (18) generated by different vector fields
ξ there is a special class, those which leave the inverse structure invariants unchanged,
which motivates the following definition:

Definition 1 (Aristotelian Killing vector). A Killing vector field ξ on an Aristotelian
manifold M is defined to satisfy the following relations

Lξτ = 0 , (22a)

Lξh= 0 , (22b)

where τ and h are the structure invariants.

The above definition generalises the usual notion of the Killing vector in Lorentzian
geometry (namely constancy of the metric under the Lie derivative) to Aristotelian
geometries and extends in the expected way to multiple Killing vectors. Once we have
developed charge conservation in section 2.3, we shall show how such Aristotelian Killing
vectors can be used to isolate the energy components of the SEM tensor complex on an
arbitrarily curved manifold.

As a consequence of the relationships between structure invariants and their
inverses (4), one can show that

Lξν = 0 , Lξh̃= 0 , (23)

whenever (22) hold. All these conditions, (22) and (23), can be covariantised and in
terms of the structure-invariant-compatible covariant derivative (14) one finds

Lξτ = τρ
(
∇νξ

ρ−Σρ
νµξ

µ
)

dxν = 0 , (24a)

Lξν = −νσ
(
∇σξ

µ−Σµ
σρξ

ρ
)
∂µ = 0 , (24b)

Lξh=
[
hµσ
(
∇ρξ

µ−Σµ
ρνξ

ν
)

+hµρ (∇σξ
µ−Σµ

σνξ
ν)
]
dxρ⊗dxσ = 0 , (24c)

Lξh̃= −
[
h̃µρ
(
∇ρξ

ν −Σν
ρσξ

σ
)

+ h̃νρ
(
∇ρξ

µ−Σµ
ρσξ

σ
)]
∂µ⊗ ∂ν = 0 . (24d)

Moreover, combining the above with identities from appendix A we see that

∇µξ
µ−Σµ

µνξ
ν =

1

e
∂µ (eξµ) = 0 (25)

and consequently

LξvolM =
1

e
∂µ (eξµ)volM = 0 , (26)

where volM is the volume form given in (5a).
In a Lorentzian geometry with a covariant derivative compatible connection, the

Levi–Civita connection and subsequently all the curvature terms are invariants under
the action of the Lie derivative along a Killing vector field. More generally however, the
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Lie derivative of the coordinate basis connection coefficients and of the curvature tensor
take the form

LξΓρµν = ∇µ (∇νξ
ρ−Σρ

νσξ
σ) +Rρ

σµνξ
σ , (27a)

and

LξRσ
µνρ = ∇µLξΓσνρ−∇νLξΓσµρ + Σλ

µνLξΓσλρ , (27b)

respectively. One can find the derivation of (27) in [25]. In Lorentzian spacetimes
with torsionless, metric-compatible connections one can show that the right-hand side
of (27a) vanishes when ξ is Killing. This does not generally apply to Aristotelian spaces5

nor indeed, Lorentzian connections with torsion [26]. Consequently, curvature quantit-
ies will not be invariants under flows generated by Aristotelian Killing vector fields. As
such, some authors require invariance of the connection as part of the definition of a
Killing vector, which ensures that geodesics map to geodesics under flow along this vec-
tor. However, this is not necessary for the SEM tensor complex to be preserved and we
shall not assume this. Consequently, this greatly restricts the quantities one can write
that are invariant scalars under integral curves of the Killing fields, a fact that will be
important when we define our free Hamiltonians.

2.3. Charge, energy and momentum in Aristotelian geometries

With Killing vectors now defined, we can develop the analogue of charge conservation
on an Aristotelian manifold. In particular, we shall show that if a vector field satisfies
a particular conservation law within a closed submanifold S ⊂M , then an integral over
the boundary of S vanishes. In cases where the volume form can be decomposed suitably,
this corresponds to standard charge conservation and then we shall identify notions of
charge, energy and momentum density for systems moving on M.

Let J be a vector field in M. We first note that our volume form on M, volM , defined
in (5a) satisfies the following relation

LJvolM =
(
∇µJ

µ−Σµ
µνJ

ν
)

volM . (28)

To see this, we work in local coordinates so that when we compute that the Lie derivative
of volM is alongside J we find

LJvolM =
(
∂µJ

µ + det
(
eIµ
)−1

Jν∂νdet
(
eIµ
))

volM , (29a)

eIµ =
(
τµ, eiµ

)
. (29b)

We can then find that

det
(
eIν
)−1

∂µdet
(
eIν
)

= eνI∂µeIν = −νν∂µτν + eνi ∂µeiν = Γνµν . (30)

5 An exception are particular contractions of (27) with τ and ν which vanish on account of (A.43a) and (A.43c).
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Thus we conclude that

LJvolM =
(
∂µJ

µ + ΓµνµJ
ν
)

volM =
(
∇µJ

µ−Σµ
µνJ

ν
)

volM , (31)

which is the result displayed in (28). Subsequently, applying Cartan’s magic formula
which states that for any form ω and vector X the following holds

LXω = d(iXω)− iXdω , (32)

to (28) we find

d(iJvolM ) =
(
∇µJ

µ−Σµ
µνJ

ν
)

volM , (33)

where iJ is the interior product and we have used that dvolM = 0 as volM is a top-form
on the manifold M.

We can then employ the generalised Stokes’s theorem, which states that for a smooth
closed set S ⊂M the integral of a form ω over the boundary ∂S of the closed set is
related to the integral over S of its exterior derivative byˆ

S

dω =

ˆ
∂S

ι∗Sω (34)

where ιS : ∂S→ S is the inclusion map and ∗ indicates the pullback. Thus (33), once
integrated over any closed surface S, tells us thatˆ

∂S

ι∗S (iJvolM ) =

ˆ
S

volM
(
∇µJ

µ−Σµ
µνJ

ν
)

. (35)

As the surface S is completely arbitrary we make the following identification (with the
usual caveats in doing so)

∇µJ
µ−Σµ

µνJ
ν = 0 ⇔

ˆ
∂S

ι∗S (iJvolM ) = 0 . (36)

This conservation law for the current can also be rewritten without the covariant deriv-
ative as

1

e
∂µ (eJµ) = 0 , (37)

where we remind the reader that e is the volume-form scalar introduced in (5b).
Let us assume for a moment that we have a manifold where τ = dt, so that the

manifold is foliated by surfaces of constant t. Consider the submanifold S between two
hypersurfaces t= t0 and t= t1 > t0 and let us write the volume form as

volM = dt∧στ . (38)

That we can do this locally follows from the fact that, under mild regularity conditions,
one can construct a Gelfand–Leray form [27], στ = LV volM , where V is any vector field
satisfying τ [V ] = 1. Subsequently, we find

ι∗S (iJvolM ) = ι∗S (iJ (dt∧στ )) =

{
(J t)t=t0 στ , t= t0 ,
−(J t)t=t1 στ , t= t1

. (39)
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where the minus sign accounts for whether J t points into the closed submanifold (t= t0)
or out of it (t= t1). Thus if J satisfies the conservation equation (36) we have

ˆ
t=t1

J tστ =

ˆ
t=t0

J tστ . (40)

The interpretation of this equation is that the total charge is conserved in time. In
general, we then can identify the charge (or number) density associated with a given
current J µ by

n= τµJ
µ . (41)

The existence of such a scalar quantity in terms of a (globally defined) conserved vector
field J µ extends to arbitrary Aristotelian manifolds, not just ones with foliations by a
time coordinate, although its interpretation as the charge density is cleanest in such
simplified cases.

Turning now to the SEM tensor complex defined in (20), we note that upon con-
tracting T µν with an arbitrary vector field X we generate a vector field i.e. T µνX

ν .
Subsequently, following our argument above, we can relate conservation of the SEM
tensor complex to conservation of the current T µν passing through a closed surface in
M. Replacing J µ by T µνX

ν in the above proof of current conservation we find

ˆ
∂S

ι∗S (iTXvolM ) =

ˆ
S

volM
(
∇µ (T µνX

ν)−Σµ
µνT

ν
σX

σ
)

=

ˆ
S

volM
(
∇νX

σ −Σσ
νρX

ρ
)
T νσ

+

ˆ
S

volM
(
∇µT

µ
σ −Σµ

µνT
ν
σ + Σρ

νσT
ν
ρ

)
Xσ . (42)

The integrand of the final term,

∇µT
µ
σ −Σµ

µνT
ν
σ + Σρ

νσT
ν
ρ , (43)

is no more than the covariantised left-hand side of (21) in the presence of a structure-
invariant-compatible covariant derivative. As (43) vanishes, we do not however find an
integral for total charge conservation. Instead we see that

ˆ
∂S

ι∗S (iTXvolM )−
ˆ
S

volM
(
∇νX

σ −Σσ
νρX

ρ
)
T νσ = 0 (44)

whenever the vector field X is arbitrary. However, if we further choose X to be an
Aristotelian Killing vector satisfying (24), we find(

∇νξ
σ −Σµ

µνξ
σ
)
T νσ =

(
∇νξ

σ −Σµ
µνξ

σ
)
ννT̃σ

+
(
∇νξ

σ −Σµ
µνξ

σ
)
h̃ρνT̃(ρσ) = 0 , (45)
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where we have used that T̃ρσ is symmetric in its indices. Consequently, the vector field
T µνξ

ν , whose projections represent energy and spatial momentum, is conserved i.e.
ˆ
∂S

ι∗S (iTξvolM ) = 0 . (46)

Naturally, if we can decompose the volume form appropriately such as in (38), we
would like to interpret the result in terms of energy conservation. For this interpret-
ation to make physical sense however, we must ensure that ξµ is future pointing (3).
Subsequently, we introduce the energy relative to ξµ defined by

ϵξ = −τµT µνξν . (47)

When we consider kinetic theory and hydrodynamics we will identify ξ, up to normal-
isation, with the fluid velocity uµ.

3. Application: collisions, kinetic theory and hydrodynamics

In section 4 we shall develop the full formalism of Hamiltonian mechanics on Aristotelian
manifolds. However, this development is formal and in many relevant applications we
shall not require the full generality developed in that section; moreover this can obscure
the important physical details. The purpose of that development is to justify our iden-
tifications of charge current and SEM tensor complex through coupling the system to
curved backgrounds. Here then we state but a few of the results and apply them to an
example we feel is physically appealing.

Let our Aristotelian manifold be M = Rd+1 with spacetime coordinates denoted
by xµ = (x0,xi=1,...,d) such that τ = (1, 0⃗) and h= δijdx

i⊗ dxj. We subsequently intro-
duce (d+ 1) additional momentum coordinates, pµ = (p0,pi=1,...,d), so that (xµ,pµ) form
coordinates in a patch of the cotangent bundle T ∗M . Consider the following free
Hamiltonians on this manifold

H∗ : T ∗M → R , H∗ : (x,p) 7→ λ
(
−p0 + H̃

(
p⃗ 2
))

. (48a)

where, on-shell (i.e. on a level-set of H∗) we can solve for p0 to find

p0 = H̃
(
p⃗ 2
)
− c

λ
. (48b)

One can think of p0 as the usual ‘energy’ of the particle and p⃗ as the spatial momentum.
The constant c represents the choice of zero energy. The function H̃(p⃗ 2) is in principle
completely arbitrary and thus generally boost invariance is broken except in the very

special case H̃(p⃗ 2) = p⃗ 2

2m i.e. the standard non-relativistic kinetic energy. We state here
that the Hamiltonian equations, governing the motion of a particle, can be written as

d

dλ
xµ (λ) =

∂H

∂pµ (λ)
= {H,xµ (λ)} , (48c)

d

dλ
pµ (λ) = − ∂H

∂xµ (λ)
= −{H,pµ (λ)} , (48d)
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where λ is a parameter describing the worldline of a given particle, the above applies
independently both of the coordinate system and choice of Hamiltonian while

{F ,G} :=
∂F

∂pµ

∂G

∂xµ
− ∂G

∂pµ

∂F

∂xµ
, (48e)

is the Poisson bracket. That these are the correct equations will be discussed in section 4.
Meanwhile, in the same section, we shall find that the charge current and SEM tensor
complex of this system (48b) take the form

Jµ∂µ =

(ˆ
ddp f

)
∂t +

(
2hij
ˆ

ddp

(
∂H̃

∂p⃗ 2

)
pjf

)
∂i , (48f )

T µν∂µ⊗dxν =

(ˆ
ddp H̃f

)
∂t⊗ dt+

(ˆ
ddp pif

)
∂t⊗dxi

+

(
2hik
ˆ

ddp
∂H̃

∂p⃗ 2
pkH̃f

)
∂i⊗dt

+

(
2hik
ˆ

ddp
∂H̃

∂p⃗ 2
pkpjf

)
∂i⊗dxj , (48g)

where f = f(t, x⃗, p⃗) is the single-particle distribution function (not necessarily in ther-
modynamic equilibrium). This function, f, measures the probability for a single particle
to have a particular momentum and position. The function f in the absence of collisions
satisfies

∂f

∂t
+
∂H̃

∂pi

∂f

∂xi
= 0 , (48h)

for our Hamiltonians H∗ defined in (48a) on flat manifolds without collisions. Extending
the above equations to the case of collisions we shall do in this section. Together,
these expressions (48) are sufficient for the applications we discuss here and we
hope the reader will accept them for now as a minor generalisation of what they
already know.

3.1. Elastic scattering

In the next section we discuss kinetic theory which inevitably involves the consideration
of collisions. There are some peculiarities in the realisation of elastic scattering (even
in flat space) of our exotic particles that are worthy of discussion and we shall address
them first.

We concern ourselves the analogue of 2 → 2 elastic scattering between two hard
spheres of radius R. Generally pµ is neither conserved under Hamiltonian flow nor flows
generated by Killing fields due to curvature terms6. However, we can always assume
that scattering happens over a region where such curvature terms are negligible or, as

6 The contraction pµνµ is the exception as it is conserved both under free Hamiltonian flow and any Killing flows.
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Figure 1. An illustration of an elastic scattering between two hard spheres, distin-
guishable particles whose initial momenta are at right angles to each other.

we are doing, we can work in flat space. This will be sufficient to discuss their distinct
behaviour. We will also further assume that our particles are distinguishable so that we
can append the labels (1) and (2) to their respective momenta.

Let p⃗(k) be the spatial momentum of the k th particle before the collision and p⃗ ′
(k) the

momentum of the same particle after the collision. Let us further define J⃗(1) and J⃗(2)

such that

p⃗ ′
(1) − p⃗(1) = J⃗(1) , p⃗ ′

(2) − p⃗(2) = J⃗(2) . (49)

Conservation of spatial momentum in the scattering region (and indeed throughout the

spacetime if it is flat everywhere) implies that J⃗(1) = −J⃗(2) = J⃗ . In a given scattering
we are aware of the variables p⃗(1), p⃗(2), x⃗(1) and x⃗(2) as shown in figure 1 and it is
our desire to determine p⃗ ′

(1) and p⃗ ′
(2). We shall further simplify our example taking the

incoming particles to have equal magnitude momentum
∥∥p⃗(1)

∥∥=
∥∥p⃗(2)

∥∥= p and to be

approaching each other at right-angles p⃗(1) · p⃗(2) = 0. The vector J⃗ will point along the
shortest distance between the cores of the two particles and we introduce the parameters
λ and R⃗ according to the relations

J⃗ = λpR̂ , R̂=
x⃗(1) − x⃗(2)∥∥x⃗(1) − x⃗(2)

∥∥ , p̂(1) · R̂= − 1√
2

, p̂(2) · R̂=
1√
2

, (50)

Thus to determine p⃗ ′
(1) and p⃗ ′

(2) it is sufficient to solve for λ.

To compute λ we need an additional piece of information, the dispersion relation. It
is only necessary to consider the following dispersion relation

H̃
(
p⃗ 2
)

=
(
p⃗ 2
)2 −αp⃗ 2 , (51)
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to make our point. The quantum analogue of the above expression is relevant for tri-
layer graphene with an appropriate alignment between the layers [28]. Conservation of
the total energy (the total p0) throughout the interaction gives the following constraint

H̃
(
p⃗2

(1)

)
+ H̃

(
p⃗2

(2)

)
= H̃

(
p⃗ ′2

(1)

)
+ H̃

(
p⃗ ′2

(2)

)
. (52)

Substituting in our expressions and rearranging we find for this particular Hamiltonian
and initial parameters we must solve

0 =

((
λ2 −

√
2λ+ 1

)2

− 1

)
p2 −α

(
λ2 −

√
2λ
)

, (53)

to determine the final momenta. As expected λ= 0 is a solution—the particles ignore
each other—but there are three other solutions. These are

λ= −
√

2 , λ= − 1√
2
±
√

3

2

√
2

3

α

p2
− 1 . (54)

Consequently, when the momentum of the incoming particles satisfies p2 ⩽ 2
3α there

are four channels through which an elastic collision may be realised. As we can always
imagine a collision of sufficiently low momentum occurring in our gas, one can never
ignore these additional channels. This should be compared to the usual Galilean case
where there are only two ways for the particles to scatter—ignore each other or deflect
along unique trajectories. Dealing with these additional channels, and understanding
their consequence for the behaviour of the gas, is an interesting challenge we seek to
address in future work. In what follows we need only assume that some choice is made
to resolve such collisions.

3.2. Kinetic theory

Kinetic theory is the effective description of large numbers of particles in the dilute limit.
In this section we first develop the collisionless kinetic theory of our exotic particles,
before discussing the BBGKY hierarchy [29] and the consequences of collisions. In the
next section we shall apply the formalism that we develop here to particles with a single
dispersion relation and find in the collisionless limit ideal hydrodynamics.

To begin we need to define a notion of temperature; to do so, we must suppose that
the Aristotelian spacetime has some time-like Killing vector βµ satisfying the Killing
conditions of (22). In general, the existence of such a time-like Killing vector allows us
to construct the following scalar and vector quantities that are conserved under flows
generated by the Killing field [21]:

T :=
1

βµτµ
, uµ := Tβµ . (55)

In the case of field theory, when one continues to imaginary time—if the correlation
functions have a periodicity in the imaginary time direction—then one can identify T
with the inverse of that periodicity up to normalisation constants i.e. the temperature
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(see [30] for a discussion). The above (55) hold independently of the curvature of the
spacetime, but in the case of a flat Aristotelian manifold we can identify

uµ = (1, v⃗) , βµ =
1

T
(1, v⃗) , (56)

where v⃗ is the spatial velocity familiar to us from Galilean mechanics. In particular,
and distinctly from boost invariant theories, the velocity v⃗ is a parameter that defines
the ground state which cannot be boosted away. It is the intensive thermodynamic
parameter dual to the extensive total spatial momentum of the system.

We begin with a one-particle distribution function f(xµ(λ),pµ(λ)) for a free particle
which moves on a level set of (48a). The distribution f describes the likelihood of finding
the single particle of interest in some region of our spacetime. It satisfies

d

dλ
f (xµ (λ) ,pµ (λ)) =

∂pµ
∂λ

∂f

∂pµ
+
∂xµ

∂λ

∂f

∂xµ
= −∂H∗

∂xµ
∂f

∂pµ
+
∂H∗

∂pµ

∂f

∂xµ
= 0 , (57)

where we have employed the Hamiltonian equations in (48c) and (48d); these clearly
give the same expression as (48h). The generalisation to a distribution f N describing
multiple free (non-interacting) particles is well known. However, in the case that there
are interactions between these particles, we expect the one-particle distribution function
to depend on the particle world-line parameter and thus the above equation generalises
to

d

dλ
fN

(
xµ(i) (λ) ,p(i)

µ (λ) ;λ
)

= {H,fN}+
∂fN
∂λ

= 0 , (58)

where (i) labels the particles and H is the full Hamiltonian describing the N -particles
and their interactions. Using standard arguments to construct the BBGKY hierarchy
[31–35] around H∗ the equation of motion satisfied by the one-particle distribution
function is modified to

d

dλ
f (xµ (λ) ,pµ (λ) ;λ) = {H∗,f}+

(
∂f

∂λ

)
collisions

= 0 , (59)

where the final term accounts for the effect of collisions and f is once again the one-
particle distribution, only now it is modified by the presence of the interactions. This
is the generalisation of (48h) to include collisions.

Assuming molecular chaos (that the particle velocities are uncorrelated during a
collision) and that any interactions preserve time reversal, spatial parity and translation
invariance in flat space leads to a collision integral of the form

Cw [f ,f ;xµ,pµ]

=

ˆ
ddp⃗ ′

(1)d
dp⃗ ′

(2)d
dp⃗(1) w

(
p⃗, p⃗(2),p

′
(1), p⃗

′
(2)

)[
f
(
p⃗ ′

(1), r⃗
)
f
(
p⃗ ′

(2), r⃗
)
− f (p⃗, r⃗)f

(
p⃗(2), r⃗

)]
,

(60)

where w is the collision kernel parameterising the interaction i.e.

{H∗,f } = −Cw [f ,f ;xµ,pµ] , (61)
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independently of the particle worldline. If we want this to vanish without recourse to
fixing the precise form of the interaction we can apply the principle of detailed balance
which imposes that

f
(
p⃗ ′

(1), r⃗
)
f
(
p⃗ ′

(2), r⃗
)

= f (p⃗, r⃗)f
(
p⃗(2), r⃗

)
, (62)

or more usefully

lnf
(
p⃗ ′

(1), r⃗
)

+ lnf
(
p⃗ ′

(2), r⃗
)

= lnf (p⃗, r⃗) + lnf
(
p⃗(2), r⃗

)
. (63)

Further, a way to satisfy this trivially for all possible momenta is to assume that the dis-
tribution function is constructed from invariants such as energy and spatial momentum.
In particular we can identify the standard one-particle equilibrium distribution function
to be

fs = κe−
p0−p⃗·v⃗

T

∣∣∣
p0=H̃(p⃗ 2)

= κe−
H̃(p⃗ 2)−p⃗·v⃗

T , (64)

where κ is a normalisation constant, which clearly solves (63) upon using conservation
of total energy p0 and spatial momentum across the interaction. We shall then call (64),
when evaluated on any level set of the Hamiltonian, the standard local thermodynamic
equilibrium distribution for that Hamiltonian.

An important result in kinetic theory is that for reasonable collision terms, the
divergence of a class of currents—identified with entropy—is positive definite (as follows
from the H-theorem [29]). Given a system satisfying (48b) and described by a generic
one-particle distribution function f we define the associated entropy current by

Jµs ∂µ =

[ˆ
ddp⃗ f ln(Af )

]
∂t +

[
2hij
ˆ

ddp⃗
∂H̃

∂p⃗ 2
pjf ln(Af )

]
∂i , (65)

where Jµs , defined on an arbitrary Aristotelian manifold, and A is a normalisation term
present to make the argument of the logarithm dimensionless7. The time component is
familiar from kinetic theory and is the usual expression for the entropy density. However,
to arrive at the identification of the spatial part of Jµs requires some results that will
only be derived in section 4. Regardless, this entropy current is positive for reasonable
collision kernels which has important consequences for hydrodynamics. In particular,
positivity of this quantity can be used to constrain transport coefficients beyond leading
order in a small derivative expansion.

3.3. Ideal hydrodynamics of particles with a single dispersion relation

Luckily, flat space is the appropriate limit to consider ideal hydrodynamics; this follows
from the fact that torsion is order one in derivatives and curvature is order two while

7 The appearance of the constant A is related to the fact that we can shift Sµ → S̃µ = Sµ + cJµ where S̃µ is also a conserved
current.
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the ideal theory sits at zeroth order. For the single dispersion relation Hamiltonians
of (48a), the standard one-particle distribution function takes the form

fs = κexp

(
− 1

T

(
H̃
(
p⃗ 2
)
− v⃗ · p⃗

))
, (66)

where κ is some normalisation constant which we shall fix shortly. We would now like to
show that our formalism reproduces the ideal hydrodynamic charge current and SEM
tensor complex.

Let us briefly review what is expected for a boost-agnostic hydrodynamic theory:
we suppose that a hydrostatic generating functional [21] exists, defined on a weakly
curved Aristotelian manifold in the presence of an external gauge field. The most general
generating functional on such a manifold that one can write down at a leading (zero)
order in derivatives that respects the symmetries is

W =

ˆ
dd+1x eP (T ,µ,uµhµνu

ν) , (67a)

T =
1

βµτµ
, uµ = Tβµ , µ= T (Aµβ

µ + Λ) , (67b)

where P is, at the moment, an arbitrary function of the effective hydrodynamic fields
that will eventually turn out to be the pressure, and Λ is a gauge parameter present
to ensure that µ is gauge invariant. The variation of the structure invariants and the
measure e in terms of the variation of the inverse structures invariants are:

δτµ = −hµ(στν)δh̃
σν + τµτνδν

ν , (68a)

δhµν = −hµρδh̃ρσhσν + (τµhνρ + τνhµρ)δν
ρ , (68b)

δe= e

(
τµδν

µ− 1

2
hµνδh̃

µν

)
. (68c)

Hence the variation of the temperature and velocity under variations that preserve
the Killing nature of the vector field βµ take the form

δT = −T
(
τνδν

ν −uσhσ(µτν)δh̃
µν
)

, (69a)

δµ= −µ
(
τνδν

ν −uσhσ(µτν)δh̃
µν
)

+uµδAµ , (69b)

δuµ = −uµ
(
τνδν

ν −uσhσ(ατβ)δh̃
αβ
)

. (69c)

The terms T̃µ and T̃µν , which combine to make the SEM tensor complex of (20), are
then defined by

δW =

ˆ
dd+1x e

[
T̃µδν

µ− 1

2
T̃µνδh̃

µν + JµδAµ

]
(70)

where, in keeping with the considerations that led to (20), we have used the inverse
structure invariants. This expression should be compared to that of [21] where the SEM
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tensor complex is defined with respect to the structure invariants. Subsequently, one
finds the following hydrodynamic constitutive relations

Jµ =
∂P

∂µ
uµ , (71a)

T̃µ =

(
P −T

∂P

∂T
−µ

∂P

∂µ
− 2u2 ∂P

∂u2

)
τµ + 2

∂P

∂u2
hµρu

ρ , (71b)

T̃µν = Phµν − 2

(
T
∂P

∂T
+µ

∂P

∂µ
+ 2u2 ∂P

∂u2

)
uσhσ(µτν) + 2

∂P

∂u2
uρhρµu

σhσν . (71c)

The SEM tensor complex, constructed from T̃µ and T̃µν in (20), takes the form

T µν = −νµ
[(
P −T∂TP −µ∂µP − 2u2∂u2P

)
τν + 2∂u2Puαhαν

]
+ h̃µρ

[
Phρν −

(
T∂TP +µ∂µP + 2u2∂u2P

)
hρσu

στν

+ 2∂u2Phρσu
σhνλu

λ
]

. (71d)

Further, using the identifications (55), so that uµτµ = 1 and

uµ = −νµ +hµνhνρu
ρ , (72)

we can simplify the SEM tensor complex to

T µν = −
(
−P +T∂TP +µ∂µP + 2u2∂u2P

)
uµτν −Phµρhρσu

στν +Phµρhρν

+ 2∂u2Phρσu
σ (uµ + νµ) . (73)

The relationship between the coefficients of the components of the SEM tensor complex
are a consequence of the existence of a generating functional and one can proceed
order by order in derivatives, correcting (67) and generating the hydrostatic part of the
constitutive relations.

On a flat Aristotelian manifold we would want to make the following identifications

J0 = n , T 0
0 = −ϵ , T 0

i = ρvi = Pi , (74a)

J i = nvi , T i0 = −(ϵ+P )vi = −J iϵ , (74b)

T ij = PΠi
j +
(
P + ρv⃗2

)
v̂iv̂j , Πij = δij − v̂iv̂j (74c)

where n is defined in terms of the charge current J µ by (41). Notice in particular that
the charge density n and the kinetic mass density ρ are two independent thermodynamic
functions, contrary to what happens for (Galilean boost invariant) non-relativistic fluids.
The energy density with respect to uµ is defined in (47) and corresponds to

ϵu = −
(
T 0

0 +T 0
i v
i
)

= ϵ− ρv⃗2 . (74d)
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In the case of flat space we have as many Killing vectors as spatial directions, i.e. ξµi=1,...,d,
which then allows us to define the spatial momentum

Pi = τµT
µ
νξ

ν
i , (74e)

Consequently, the following quantity,

ϵ= ϵu + P⃗ · v⃗ , (74f )

which is identified with the internal energy is conserved. By comparing these expressions
with the constitutive relations following from the generating functional, we see that
n, ϵ and ρ are given in terms of the pressure P and its derivatives according to the
thermodynamic relations:

ϵ= −P +T∂TP +µ∂µP + 2v⃗2∂v⃗2P , n= ∂µP , ρ= 2
∂P

∂v⃗2
. (74g)

Having developed the hydrodynamic constitutive relations above, our current task is
to show that, for the standard one-particle distribution function (66) using the generic
expressions for the charge current (48f ) and SEM tensor complex in (48g), the kinetic
theory formalism that we have developed reproduces the expressions in (74). This makes
our kinetic theory analogous to the relativistic and Galilean cases, only absent of boost
invariance.

In particular, using (48f ) and (48g), and comparing with (74a) we can see that the
charge densities in terms of the given one-particle distribution function have the form

n=
∞∑
m=0

1

m!

( v
T

)m(ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+m−1e−
H̃
T

)ˆ
dΩ cosm (θ) , (75a)

ϵ=
∞∑
m=0

1

m!

( v
T

)m(ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+m−1H̃e−
H̃
T

)ˆ
dΩ cosm (θ) , (75b)

ρ=
vj

v⃗2

[
∞∑
m=0

1

m!

( v
T

)m(ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+me−
H̃
T

)ˆ
dΩ p̂j cosm (θ)

]
, (75c)

where θ is the angle between p⃗ and v⃗, and we have introduced the notation p= ‖p⃗‖ and
v = ‖v⃗‖. In deriving these expressions we have assumed that the summation converges
appropriately once we expand exp(p⃗ · v⃗/T ) as a power series i.e.

fs = κ
∞∑
m=0

1

m!

(pv
T

cos(θ)
)m

exp

(
−
H̃
(
p2
)

T

)
. (76)
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Corresponding to the expressions for the conserved charges are the respective spatial
currents (74b) and (74c) given by

J i = 2v̂i
∞∑
m=0

1

m!

( v
T

)m(ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+m∂H̃

∂p2
e−

H̃
T

)ˆ
dΩ cosm+1 (θ) , (77a)

J iϵ = 2v̂i
∞∑
m=0

1

m!

( v
T

)m(ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+mH̃
∂H̃

∂p2
e−

H̃
T

)ˆ
dΩ cosm+1 (θ) , (77b)

T ij = 2v̂i
∞∑
m=0

1

m!

( v
T

)m(ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+m+1∂H̃

∂p2
e−

H̃
T

)ˆ
dΩ p̂j cosm+1 (θ)

+ 2
∞∑
m=0

1

m!

( v
T

)m(ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+m+1∂H̃

∂p2
e−

H̃
T

)ˆ
dΩ p̂⊥i p̂j cosm (θ)sin(θ) , (77c)

where we have already employed certain results from appendix D to simplify some
of the expressions. We can further decompose the j index of T 0

j and T ij parallel and
perpendicular to the velocity parameter v⃗ to obtain

ρ=
∞∑
m=0

1

m!T

( v
T

)m−1
(ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+me−
H̃
T

)ˆ
dΩ cosm+1 (θ) , (78a)

T ij = 2v̂iv̂j

∞∑
m=0

1

m!

( v
T

)m(ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+m+1∂H̃

∂p2
e−

H̃
T

)ˆ
dΩ cosm+2 (θ) (78b)

+ 2
∞∑
m=0

1

m!

( v
T

)m(ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+m+1∂H̃

∂p2
e−

H̃
T

)ˆ
dΩ p̂⊥i p̂

⊥
j cosm (θ)sin2 (θ) ,

after again employing identities from appendix D.
To evaluate the relevant integrals in (75), (77) and (78) in a quasi-compact form,

let us define

cm =
Γ
(
m+ 1

2

)
(2m)!Γ

(
m+ d

2

) ,
cm+1

cm
=

1

2(m+ 1)(2m+ d)
. (79)

Computing the angular integral in the number density and its associated spatial charge
current using results in appendix D we find

n= 2π
d−1

2

∞∑
m=0

cm

( v
T

)2m
(ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+2m−1e−
H̃
T

)
, (80a)

J i =

[
2π

d−1
2

∞∑
m=0

cm

( v
T

)2m
([

− pd+m

d+m
e−

H̃
T

]∞
p=0

+

ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+2m−1e−
H̃
T

)]
vi

= nvi , (80b)
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where we have integrated parts the momentum integral and assumed[
pd+me−

H̃
T

]∞
p=0

= 0 , (81)

which holds for any reasonable choice of H̃ with m⩾ 0, d > 0. Consequently, when the
one-particle distribution function takes the standard local form (66), independently of

the functional form of H̃(p2), one necessarily finds that the particle number current has
the form of the ideal hydrodynamic constitutive relation i.e. Jµ = nuµ.

Turning to the SEM tensor complex, there are five distinct tensor structures in (74b)
and (74c), and only three thermodynamic scalars that appear: ϵ, P and ρ. Of these
scalars, the energy density and mass density have the form:

ϵ= 2π
d−1

2

∞∑
m=0

cm

( v
T

)2m
(ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+2m−1H̃e−
H̃
T

)
, (82a)

ρ=
2π

d−1
2

T

∞∑
m=0

cm

( v
T

)2m
(ˆ ∞

p=0

dp
pd+2m+1

d+ 2m
e−

H̃
T

)
. (82b)

Given the expression for the number density (80a), we see that if H̃ has the Galilean

form H̃ = p⃗ 2 then

ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+2m−1e−
p2

2T =

[
pd+2m

d+ 2m
e−

p2

2T

]∞
p=0

+
1

(d+ 2m)T

ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+2m+1e−
p2

2T , (83)

i.e ρ= n as expected in a Galilean theory when the boundary term vanishes.
The third as yet unknown thermodynamic parameter appearing in (74b) and (74c),

the pressure, can be determined from the transverse (to the spatial velocity v⃗) part of
the spatial stress T ij i.e.

P

T
= 2π

d−1
2

∞∑
m=0

cm

( v
T

)2m
ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+2m−1e−
H̃
T = n , (84)

where we have integrated the momentum term by parts and assumed (81) holds. This
is nothing more than the ideal gas law in a suitable choice of units and we have thus
established one of our claimed results: independently of the form of H̃(p2), a gas of free
particles fulfils the ideal gas law. This independence of the ideal gas law from dispersion
should be compared to the effect of turning on interaction potential, which generically
leads to departures from PV =NT.

To complete our objective of demonstrating that the currents take the form of ideal
hydrodynamics, it remains only to check that the thermodynamic relations (74g) are
satisfied and that the totally parallel parts of T ij and the energy current J iϵ have the
desired form given in (74b) and (74c). Let us achieve the second aim first; the energy
current evaluates to
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J iϵ =

[
2π

d−1
2

∞∑
m=0

cm

( v
T

)2m
ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+2m−1
(
H̃ +T

)
e−

H̃
T

]
vi

= (ϵ+P )vi , (85)

where we have used
ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+mH̃
∂

∂p
e−

H̃
T = −(d+m)

ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+m−1
(
H̃ +T

)
e−

H̃
T (86)

assuming again suitable behaviour at p = 0 and p→∞. Meanwhile the totally parallel
part of the stress tensor is given by the integral

viT
i
jv
j

v2
= 2π

d−1
2

[
c0T

ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd−1e−
H̃
T

+T
∞∑
m=1

(2m+ 1)cm

( v
T

)2m
ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+2m−1e−
H̃
T

]
= P + ρv2 , (87)

where we have used

ρv2 = 2Tπ
d−1

2

∞∑
m=1

2mcm

( v
T

)2m
(ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+2m−1e−
H̃
T

)
. (88)

Thus these terms are as expected from ideal boost-agnostic hydrodynamics which com-
pletes our check for the form of the currents.

Finally, we check that the relevant thermodynamic relations (74g) hold. To do this
we contract (65) with the clock form to find

s= τµJ
µ
s =

ϵ− ρv2 −nT (lnκ− lnA)

T
, (89)

where we have employed the definition of the charges (75). Rearranging we see that

ϵ+P − ρv2 − sT = nT (lnκ− lnA+ 1) (90)

and used the ideal gas law (84). This expression is almost the integrated form of the
first law, so we need only identify

µ

T
= ln

( κ
A

)
+ 1 , (91)

from which it then follows that

ϵ= −P + sT +µn+ ρv2 . (92)
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Without loss of generality, we choose κ= e
µ
T , with µ then chemical potential, and lnA=

1 so that

fs = exp

(
− 1

T

(
H̃
(
p⃗ 2
)
−µ− v⃗ · p⃗

))
, (93a)

Jµs =

[ˆ
ddp⃗ fs (lnfs + 1)

]
∂t +

[
2hij
ˆ

ddp⃗
∂H̃

∂p⃗ 2
pjfs (lnfs + 1)

]
∂i . (93b)

Consequently, having identified the chemical potential we construct the grand canon-
ical potential, Ω = −P (µ,T ,v2)V , and find the following thermodynamic identities are
satisfied(

∂Ω

∂µ

)
T ,v⃗,V

= −2µπ
d−1

2 V e
µ
T

∞∑
m=0

cm

( v
T

)2m
ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+2m−1e−
H̃
T = −nV , (94a)(

∂Ω

∂v2

)
T ,µ,V

= −2π
d−1

2 TV e
µ
T

∞∑
m=1

m

T 2
cm

( v
T

)2(m−1)
ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+2m−1e−
H̃
T

= −ρ
2
V , (94b)(

∂Ω

∂T

)
T ,v⃗,V

= −2π
d−1

2 TV e
µ
T

×
∞∑
m=0

cm

( v
T

)2m
ˆ ∞

p=0

dp pd+2m−1

[
H̃ −µ− (2m− 1)T

T 2

]
e−

H̃
T

= −
(
ϵ+P −µn− ρv2

T

)
V = −sV , (94c)

which are indeed the relations given in (74g) and justifies our identification of the
chemical potential. This completes our demonstration that our formalism reproduces
ideal hydrodynamics independently of the form of H̃(p⃗ 2), and demonstrates the utility
of our formalism to derive useful results i.e. the ubiquity of the ideal gas law and
hydrodynamics.

As we can see from (80a) and (82a), for a generic dispersion relation H̃, the ther-
modynamic variables are functions of the gas velocity v⃗, and moreover ρ 6= n, which
holds only for systems with Galilean symmetry. We can see in practice how the expres-
sions we obtained for ϵ, ρ and n behave for a specific example, namely that of a gas
of Lifshitz particles. Consider a gas of free particles with a Lifshitz dispersion relation

H̃ = (p⃗ 2)z/2

α , where z is the dynamical exponent and α a constant that fixes the units;
see appendix C for further details. The non-relativistic case is obtained when z = 2 and
α= 2m, with m the particles mass. Some thermodynamic quantities, for this specific
class of Hamiltonians, are plotted in figure 2 as functions of the fluid velocity. In partic-
ular, from the plots, we immediately see that ϵu , ρ and n are independent of the velocity
for a Galilean gas, furthermore n= ρ both in d = 3 and d = 2 dimensions. Clearly, the
same is not true for a Lifshitz gas (z = 3 in the example): all functions decrease with
the fluid velocity, and, moreover, ρ 6= n even at zero velocity. This is something still
under-looked and often missed in the literature [7, 36–38].
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Figure 2. Energy density ϵu , charge density n and kinetic mass density ρ as func-
tions of the velocity v in 2 and 3 dimensions for a Lifshitz and Galilean gas. The
parameters used are T = 0.5 and α= 2m= 2.

4. Developing Hamiltonian mechanics

In the previous section we applied our formalism, now we shall derive in generality
the results used. We shall pay special attention to coupling Hamiltonian mechanics to
a curved Aristotelian manifold, making allowances for the fact that there is no inner
product8 in our formulation. We shall discuss how Killing vectors can be lifted from the
Aristotelian manifold to a subclass of diffeomorphisms on the phase space. Subsequently,
we shall introduce the ‘free’ Hamiltonians and establish Liouville’s theorem on the
constraint surfaces of exotic free particle motion.

4.1. Phase space geometry

The phase space of a system is the manifold generated by all possible configurations
of generalised coordinates and momenta for that system. Trajectories in phase space
then represent how the system evolves from one configuration to another. We take the
Hamiltonian description (as opposed to using the Lagrangian and deriving Hamiltonian
mechanics) as our fundamental starting point. Nevertheless, in a nod to Lagrangian
mechanics, we take our generalised momenta to be covectors and thus to transform cov-
ariantly under coordinate transformations. Subsequently, given a Hamiltonian function
that describes the behaviour of the system, trajectories through phase space are gener-
ated by the corresponding Hamiltonian vector field whose integral curves are solutions
to Hamilton’s equations.

We begin with an orientable Aristotelian manifold M which describes all the space-
time positions of the system. The cotangent bundle of any orientable manifold M is

8 The spatial metric hµν is not an inner product as it is not positive definite. Indeed, νµhµννν = 0 and νµ is not the zero vector.
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defined as the collection of points

T ∗M = {(x,p) : x ∈M ,p ∈ T ∗
xM} (95)

where T ∗
xM is the cotangent space to the manifold M at x. If the manifold M is ori-

entable, then so is the cotangent bundle [39]. The points in the cotangent space to a
given point x in the manifold M, i.e. T ∗

xM , are covectors representing all the poten-
tial generalised momenta of the system. We shall see shortly that picking a preferred
Hamiltonian will then select just one element of the cotangent space at each point on
the manifold.

We will often make use of local adapted coordinates xµ and pµ to describe the
neighbourhood of a given point in T ∗M . A generic vector field X(x,p) in the cotangent
bundle T ∗M can be written in terms of locally adapted coordinates as

X (x,p) =Xµ (x,p)
∂

∂xµ

∣∣∣∣
x

+Yµ (x,p)
∂

∂pµ

∣∣∣∣
x

. (96)

The basis
{

∂
∂xµ

∣∣
x

}
is the standard coordinate basis at a point x ∈M while

{
∂
∂pµ

∣∣∣
x

}
is a

basis of the cotangent space T ∗
xM at x ∈M . Together these form a basis of T (T ∗M) at

the point (x,p) ∈ T ∗M . However, this will not be the most convenient decomposition for
our Hamiltonian theory on curved space. Consequently, we introduce a slightly modified
(non-coordinate) basis

Dµ =
∂

∂xµ
+ Γρµνpρ

∂

∂pν
, and

∂

∂pµ
, (97)

so that a generic vector field on the cotangent bundle is given by

X =XµDµ +Zµ
∂

∂pµ
=Xµ∂µ +

(
Zν +XµΓρµνpρ

) ∂

∂pν
(98)

The spaces spanned by Dµ and ∂
∂pµ

are called horizontal and vertical vector spaces

respectively and they have a metric independent definition that we discuss in
appendix B. These basis elements satisfy the following relations:[

∂

∂pµ
,
∂

∂pν

]
= 0 ,

[
Dµ,

∂

∂pν

]
= −Γνµσ

∂

∂pσ
, (99a)

[Dµ,Dν ] =
(

2∂[µΓρν]σ + 2Γρ[µ|αΓα|ν]σ

)
pρ

∂

∂pσ
=Rρ

µνσpρ
∂

∂pσ
, (99b)

where non-commutivity of the basis elements indicates that this is generally a non-
coordinate basis with non-trivial anholonomy coefficients (A.10).

In the relativistic case, the decomposition of vectors into horizontal and vertical
spaces is very useful as it can be used to uniquely uplift the spacetime metric to the
Sasaki metric. The Sasaki metric is the unique metric on T ∗M respecting the decom-
position into horizontal and vertical spaces [39]. In our case, while there is no unique
analogue of the Sasaki metric, we shall nevertheless find that our free Hamiltonian
vector fields lie entirely in the horizontal space.
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As we have a basis for the tangent spaces to the cotangent bundle, T (T ∗M), we can
also construct a basis for the corresponding cotangent space. Each element of the dual
basis will be defined such that it is one on a single given element of the original basis,
and zero for all other elements. In particular, take the following one-form basis

Dpµ = dpµ−Γβαµpβdxα and dxµ . (100)

These span the space of one-forms at a point on the cotangent bundle and satisfy the
following relations:

dxµ (Dν) = δµν , dxµ (Dpν) = 0 , (101a)

Dpµ (Dν) = 0 , Dpµ

(
∂

∂pν

)
= δνµ . (101b)

So far we have discussed coordinates on and (co)tangent spaces to the cotangent
bundle T ∗M . Now we introduce the Hamiltonian which is some preferred function H
defined on the cotangent bundle; this Hamiltonian defines the dynamics of particles. In
terms of our basis one forms (101), the exterior derivative of any such Hamiltonian can
be written in local coordinates as

dH =
∂H

∂pµ
dpµ +

∂H

∂xµ
dxµ =

∂H

∂pµ
Dpµ +

(
∂H

∂xµ
+
∂H

∂pν
Γρµνpρ

)
dxµ . (102)

For our free Hamiltonians the second term will vanish identically as it is propor-
tional to terms like ∇µν

ν and ∇µh̃
ρσ which are zero for structure invariant compatible

connections.
Our cotangent bundle is not yet equipped with any additional geometry. In fact,

unlike the relativistic case, it is not clear that there is a (canonical) lift of the structure
invariants from the manifold M to the tangent bundle T ∗M which would make the
cotangent bundle Aristotelian. This should be compared to the canonical lift of a space-
time metric to the Sasaki metric [39]. Nevertheless, we can in a natural manner equip
this 2(d+ 1)-dimensional manifold with a closed, non-degenerate two-form Ω called the
canonical symplectic form which has some useful properties. In local coordinates Ω is
written as

Ω = dpµ ∧dxµ . (103)

We then define the Hamiltonian vector field X H, corresponding to a given Hamiltonian
H, by the following identity,

dH (Z) = Ω(Z,XH) (104)

where Z is any vector in the tangent space to the cotangent bundle. In a coordinate
basis one finds

XH =
∂H

∂pµ
∂µ−

∂H

∂xµ
∂

∂pµ
=
∂H

∂pµ
Dµ−

(
∂H

∂xν
+
∂H

∂pµ
Γρµνpρ

)
∂

∂pν
. (105)
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so that integral curves of X H in an adapted basis give us Hamilton’s equations displayed
in (48c) and (48d), with λ some parameterisation of the integral curve. The integral
curves of the vector field X H are the solutions to Hamilton’s equations of motion. We
will also have need of the following identity involving the interior product

iXH
Ω =XH

µ dxµ−Xµ
Hdpµ = −Ω(·,XH) . (106)

We can now reaffirm the generic validity of the standard version of Liouville’s theorem
on the cotangent bundle:

Theorem 1 (Liouville’s theorem on T ∗M). A canonical phase-space volume volT ∗M

exists, defined in terms of the symplectic form Ω, and given by

volT ∗M = −(−1)
d(d+1)

2

(d+ 1)!

∧
d+1

Ω , (107)

which is conserved under the flow of any Hamiltonian vector field.

Proof. Using Cartan’s magic formula (32) on the symplectic form and applying (106)
we have

LXH
Ω = d(iXH

Ω) + iXH
(dΩ) = d(−dH) = 0 .

Now acting on (107) with the Lie derivative along the Hamiltonian vector field and
employing the above identity gives the desired result.

In local coordinates on the cotangent bundle, the volume form looks like

volT ∗M = − 1

(d+ 1)!
dpµ1 ∧ . . .∧dpµd+1

∧dxµ1 ∧ . . .∧dxµd+1 , (108a)

= −dp0 ∧ . . .∧dpd ∧dx0 ∧ . . .∧dxd , (108b)

= −volT ∗
xM ∧ volM , (108c)

where the last equality follows from the fact that it is always possible, due to the local
product manifold nature of fibre bundles, to write the volume form as a product of the
base manifold volume form and a form restricted to the cotangent space at each point
of the base manifold. In particular, one can take

volT ∗
xM =

1

e
Dp0 ∧ . . .∧Dpd , (109)

in the vicinity of a given point. Morally this latter form measures the volume on the
cotangent space at a point x of the manifold.

With this said, Liouville’s theorem 1 as stated above applies to the entire cotan-
gent bundle T ∗M and tells us that for generic motions the phase-space volume along
integral curves of the Hamiltonian vector field is conserved. However, for free exotic
particles—just as in the relativistic case—motion will be constrained to codimension
one submanifolds. In particular, our exotic particles will be described by equations with
world-line reparameterisation invariance. It is a known result that the Hamiltonians of
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such systems vanish [40]. Consequently, to describe particle motion, we have to introduce
new Hamiltonians given by an auxiliary field λ multiplying constraints that determine
the relevant submanifold (see appendix C for the example of a Lifshitz particle). It is
far from given that Liouville’s theorem applies to any such (2d+ 1)-form, so we must
work to select a suitable one in the next sections.

4.2. Killing vectors on phase space

As we noted in our discussion on Aristotelian geometry in section 2.2, infinitesimal
symmetries on a manifold are encoded in Killing vectors (22). In this section we show
how diffeomorphisms of the base manifold M, in particular Killing vectors, can be lifted
up to the cotangent bundle T ∗M . We will also discuss how the structure of infinitesimal
symmetries manifests in Hamiltonian mechanics. We shall use these uplifted Killing
vectors in the (next) section 4.3 to define a free Hamiltonian.

Following [41] we define the uplift of any infinitesimal diffeomorphism ξ on the

manifold M to be a vector field on the cotangent bundle, denoted ξ̂, by

ξ̂ = ξµ∂µ− pα
∂ξα

∂xµ
∂

∂pµ
= ξµDµ− pν

(
∇αξ

ν −Σν
αµξ

µ
) ∂

∂pα
. (110)

These uplifts can be shown to be infinitesimal diffeomorphisms on the cotangent bundle
[39]. It is useful to know the action of such an uplift on the basis elements of the tangent
space to the cotangent bundle (i.e. (97)),

Lξ̂Dµ = −∂µξνDν +
(
∇µ∇νξ

σ +Rσ
ρµνξ

ρ
)
pσ

∂

∂pν
, (111a)

Lξ̂
∂

∂pµ
=
∂ξµ

∂xν
∂

∂pν
. (111b)

The index order of the Riemann tensor in (111a) should be compared to the relativ-
istic case in [39] where, in that case, the first (algebraic) Bianchi identity was employed.

We remind ourselves that an Aristotelian Killing field (definition 1) is a subclass
of infinitesimal diffeomorphisms. In the next proposition we discuss properties of the
uplift of such a Killing field ξ from the base manifold M to the cotangent bundle T ∗M .
The resulting vector field can then be treated as the Hamiltonian vector field for some
new scalar potential F defined on T ∗M . However, to define this potential we first need
one additional definition—the symplectic potential, otherwise known as the tautological
one-form. As Ω, the canonical symplectic form, is closed dΩ = 0 we should be able to
locally write it as the derivative of a one-form which motivates:

Definition 2 (The tautological one-form/symplectic potential). Let Ω be the sym-
plectic form on M. The one form Θ, called the tautological one-form or symplectic
potential, is such that it satisfies dΘ = Ω. In local coordinates, this form can be
written

Θ = pµdxµ . (112)

This now allows us to make the following observations:
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Proposition 2 (Properties of the uplift of a Killing vector field). There are a couple
of properties that the uplift of the Killing field has that are interesting for our purposes:

1. The uplifted Killing vectors satisfy the same algebra as the original Killing vectors[
ξ̂, ψ̂
]

= ˆ[ξ,ψ ] , (113)

where ξ and ψ are two Killing vectors on the base manifold.

2. ξ̂ generates a symplectic flow on T ∗M i.e.

Lξ̂Ω = 0 . (114)

For this flow the Hamiltonian is F = Θ(ξ̂) and ξ̂ =XF the corresponding Hamiltonian
vector field. Consequently, the canonical volume form volT ∗M is conserved along integ-
ral curves of ξ̂.

Proof. These proofs are given in [39].

The definition of F in the above proposition 2, naturally extends to multiple Killing
vectors ξa and their uplifts ξ̂a where Fa = Θ(ξ̂a). We caution the reader that we are
not claiming the uplifted Killing vector is a Killing vector on T ∗M , as we have not
defined any geometric structure on T ∗M . Instead it is only the projection ξ that has
the Killing properties. Exploring the geometry of ξ̂ and introducing a suitable structure
to make them in a sense Killing vectors is an interesting question beyond the scope of
this work. With this said, the potential for multiple Killing vectors on M motivates the
introduction of one further piece of formalism:

Definition 3 (Poisson bracket). Let F and G be two functions on T ∗M . The Poisson
bracket of F and G, denoted {F ,G} is defined by

{F ,G} = Ω(XF ,XG) (115)

where X F and XG are the Hamiltonian vector fields (104) associated with F and G
respectively.

The Poisson bracket satisfies several well-known properties including bilinearity,
anticommutivity, the Jacobi identity and the Leibniz rule. In local coordinates this
new object can be decomposed as (48e). Further, when acting on the Hamiltonians
associated with Killing vectors, one finds

{Fa,Fb} =
[
ξ̂a, ξ̂b

]
= ˆ[ξa,ξb] = Cabc ξ̂c , (116)

with Cabc being the structure constants of the relevant Lie algebra associated with {ξa}.
Subsequently, the scalar F a is conserved under Hamiltonian flow if

XH [Fa] = dFa [XH] = Ω
(
ξ̂a,XH

)
= {H,Fa} = 0 , (117)

which implies the Hamiltonian analogue of Noether’s theorem [39] i.e. infinitesimal
symmetries correspond to conserved charges on every solution to Hamilton’s equations
of motion.
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4.3. ‘Free’ Hamiltonians

In Galilean and relativistic mechanics a central role is played by the ‘free’ Hamiltonians.
These Hamiltonians are invariant along integral curves of all the infinitesimal symmetry
generators of the base manifold. Here we generalise the usual free Hamiltonians of
Galilean and relativistic particles to boost agnostic systems. To do this, we first begin
by listing the invariant scalars and vectors:

Lemma 1 (Conservation of some free invariants). Given any Killing vector ξ on an
Aristotelian manifold M, the following scalars

pµh̃
µνpν , νµpµ , (118a)

and vectors

τµ
∂

∂pµ
, pµ

∂

∂pµ
, (118b)

are invariant under integral curves of the uplift ξ̂.

Proof. This can be shown by explicit computation in locally adapted coordinates:

Lξ̂ (pµν
µ) = pνLξνµ = 0 ,

Lξ̂
(
pµh̃

µνpν

)
= pρ

(
Lξh̃ρσ

)
pσ = 0 ,

where we have used Killing conditions in Aristotelian spaces (22) to arrive at the final
result. Similarly,

Lξ̂

[
τµ

∂

∂pµ

]
=

[
ξ̂,τµ

∂

∂pµ

]
= (−τν∂µξν)

∂

∂pµ
+ τµ

∂ξµ

∂xν
∂

∂pν
= 0 ,

Lξ̂

[
pµ

∂

∂pµ

]
=

[
ξ̂,pµ

∂

∂pµ

]
= (−pα∂µξα)

∂

∂pµ
+ pµ

∂ξµ

∂xν
∂

∂pν
= 0 ,

where we have used (99) and the Killing conditions (22).

We should note that the following vectors,

νµDµ, pµh̃
µνDν (119)

which we might be tempted to add to our set of free invariants are not generally invariant
under flows generated by ξ̂. In particular, it is generally the case that

Lξ̂ [νµDµ] =

(
νµpα

∂2ξα

∂xµ∂xν

)
∂

∂pν
6= 0 , (120a)

Lξ̂
[
pµh̃

µνDν

]
=

(
h̃µσpσpα

∂2ξα

∂xµ∂xν

)
6= 0 , (120b)

where we have used (23). It may be possible to construct vectors and scalars that are
invariant using the Riemann curvature tensor, yet we have found this difficult to achieve
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given that, unlike the relativistic case, invariance of the structure invariants does not
imply invariance of the connection under flows of the Killing field (see (27)). We leave
the discovery of a conclusive answer to future work.

The statements of the above lemma are true independent of the Hamiltonian (they
make no reference to such) or the exact form of the structure invariants. This motivates
the following definition:

Definition 4 (Free Hamiltonian). A free Hamiltonian on an Aristotelian manifold M
is any scalar function of the free scalar invariants in (118a).

For future reference, in local coordinates, our free Hamiltonians take the form

Hf =Hf

[
νµpµ, h̃µνpµpν

]
, (121a)

Xf =

 ∂Hf

∂ (νρpρ)
νµ + 2

∂Hf

∂
(
h̃ρσpρpσ

) h̃µνpν
Dµ , (121b)

dHf =Xµ
f Dpµ , (121c)

i.e. the Hamiltonian vector field associated with a free Hamiltonian is entirely horizontal.
The motivation for such free Hamiltonians is nicely physical, as in flat space we readily
identify pµh

µνpν with the spatial momentum squared while −νµpµ is the usual notion of
particle energy. We remark to the reader that the property of being horizontal is quite
useful (as we shall see) and remind them that it is shared by the relativistic free particle
Hamiltonian.

Theorem 3 (The free invariants are preserved under free Hamiltonian flow). The
free invariants of (118) are preserved under Hamiltonian flow of any free Hamiltonian.

Proof. We notice that

LXf
(pµν

µ) =Xν
f pµ∇νν

µ = 0 ,

LXf

(
pµh̃

µνpν

)
=Xρ

f pµ∇ρh̃
µνpν = 0 , (122)

which shows the free scalar invariants are preserved under Hamiltonian flow. As for the
vector invariants, we first compute the action of a Hamiltonian vector field associated
with a generic free Hamiltonian on a generic vector field of the form

V = V µDµ +Vµ
∂

∂pµ
.

The result is:

LXf
V =Xµ

f

(
∇µVρ + Γνµσpν

∂

∂pσ
Vρ +V νRσ

µνρpσ

)
∂

∂pρ

+
(
Xν

Hf
∂νV

µ−V ν∂νX
µ
f

)
Dµ

+ Γρνσpρ

(
Xν

Hf

∂

∂pσ
V µ−V ν ∂

∂pσ
Xµ

f

)
Dµ−Vν

(
∂

∂pν
Xµ

f

)
Dµ .
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where we have employed (121b). Upon substituting in our free vector invariants (118b)
we see this is identically zero and thus the free vector invariants are constant along
Hamiltonian flows.

As an example, consider the following Hamiltonians introduced in 3,

H∗ = λ
(
pµν

µ + H̃
(
pρh̃

ρσpσ

))
. (123)

of which the Lifshitz Hamiltonians in appendix C are a subclass. This Hamiltonian has
a single dispersion relation as it is level-set, the zero value of which we can parameterise
by

pµν
µ = −H̃

(
pρh̃

ρσpσ

)
. (124)

This is the origin of the expression (48a). Notice that this is not true for a general
free Hamiltonian as in principle there could be multiple disconnected solutions to H = 0
when pµν

µ occurs non-linearly. In fact, this is precisely what happens in the relativistic
case where the analogue of pµν

µ appears quadratically. This manifests as the appearance
of a disconnected future and past light cones for massive particles; which intersect at
zero momentum for a massless particle.

If we specialise to flat spacetime and introduce Cartesian coordinates on the
Aristotelian manifold x0, . . .xd such that τ = (1, 0⃗) and h= δij then the associated cotan-
gent bundle is also flat. We can introduce Cartesian coordinates on the cotangent space
at a given point in the base manifold such that

pµν
µ = −p0 , pµh̃

µνpν = δijpipj = p⃗ 2 , (125)

so that our Hamiltonians (123) become (48a). As the Hamiltonian is conserved under
its own integral curves9, we find that particle motion is constrained to surfaces where
H∗ = c, which can be denoted by H−1

∗ (c) ⊂ T ∗M . We can parameterise H−1
∗ (c) as the

set of points (x0, . . . ,xd,p0(p⃗
2),p1, . . . ,pd) and discover (48b). The constant c is nothing

more than the usual choice of what we call zero energy. Additionally, for later use, we
find that the Hamiltonian vector fields of systems defined by (48a) in our coordinate
system take the form:

X∗ = λ

(
−∂t + 2

∂H̃

∂p⃗ 2
p⃗ · ∂⃗

)
,

∂H∗

∂ (pµνµ)
= λ ,

∂H∗

∂
(
pρh̃ρσpσ

) = λ
∂H̃

∂p⃗ 2
. (126)

4.4. Embedding codimension one hypersurfaces of M in T ∗M

When defining conserved charges and conservation equations on the Aristotelian mani-
fold M in section 2.3, we isolated some subset of the particles using a bounding (closed)
surface S. The particles inside of this bounding surface are still generically able to

9 A short proof is given in [39].
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explore the full range of momenta; hence, we expect that an uplift of this bounding
surface to the cotangent bundle T ∗M spans the full range of momenta but a limited
subset of configuration space. In this section we discuss how to uplift these closed sur-
faces from M to T ∗M . Then, in the next section, we shall demonstrate how the charge
conservation of section 2.3 can also be uplifted.

To begin, suppose that we have a closed co-dimension one submanifold S ⊂M with
boundary ∂S. Further, let n= nµdxµ be a normal form of the boundary ∂S so that
n(X) = 0 for any X tangent to ∂S. We consider the corresponding 2(d+ 1) and (2d+ 1)-
dimensional sub-manifolds defined locally by

Σ = {(x,p) : x ∈ S,p ∈ T ∗M |x} , (127a)

∂Σ = {(x,p) : x ∈ ∂S,p ∈ T ∗M |x} , (127b)

and note that the projection of Σ and ∂Σ onto real space are S and ∂S respectively.
These new manifolds (127) contain all the possible configurations of the system compat-
ible with their being bounded by S in spacetime. We now shall determine the normal
form N defining the space of tangent vectors to ∂Σ in terms of n.

Let Z be a vector tangent to ∂Σ at a point (x, p) in T ∗M and γ(t) a curve in T ∗M
with tangent Z at (x, p). The projection down to M of the curve γ(t) is another curve
γ̃(t) = π · γ(t) entirely in M. If Z has the form

Z =Xµ∂µ +Yµ
∂

∂pµ
(128)

then the tangent to γ̃(t) at the point x of M is

d

dt
γ ′ (t) =Xµ ∂µ|x . (129)

From our definition of ∂Σ in (127) we immediately know that this vector, (129), is
tangent to ∂S. As nµdxµ is the normal form of ∂S it follows that

nµX
µ = 0 . (130)

Let the normal form to ∂Σ be N =NMdxM . As Z is tangent to ∂Σ, it must be set to
zero by N i.e.

NMZ
M =NµX

µ +NµYµ = 0 , (131)

Using (130) in the above expression tells us that NµYµ = 0, for any Y µ. Consequently
it follows that Nµ ≡ 0. In an abuse of notation, we can therefore identify

N =Nµdxµ = nµdxµ = n (132)

as the shared normal form of ∂Σ and ∂S. We shall make use of this normal form when
we consider charge conservation in section 4.6.
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4.5. Level sets of the Hamiltonian and Liouville’s theorem

Drawing together the developments in previous sections we now seek to achieve the
aim we detailed at the end of section 4.1; we want a volume form defined on the H = c
energy level sets, denoted volH−1(c), which is conserved under free particle motion in

H−1(c). Such volume forms are naturally more ambiguous than in the relativistic case
as there is no Sasaki metric to aid us, nevertheless we shall isolate at least one suitable
candidate with all the reasonable properties one might desire.

Let X ∈ T (T ∗M) be any vector which is tangent to the H = c hypersurface. It follows
that

dH (X) = −(iXH
Ω)(X) = 0 , (133)

from which we can define a class of normal one-forms

c

[
∂H

∂pµ
Dpµ +

(
∂H

∂xµ
+ Γρµνpρ

∂H

∂pν

)
dxµ

]
, (134)

where c is some arbitrary non-zero function of the hypersurface coordinates. We note
in particular that X H is tangent to the H = c hypersurface as

dH (XH) = Ω(XH,XH) = 0 . (135)

This is a special property of the Hamiltonian vector field based on its definition and
does not apply to general vectors. Moreover, as X H is tangent to the H = c surface, it is
straightforward to argue from the definition of the Lie derivative that a tensor defined
on H−1(c), acted upon by LXH

, remains a tensor of the same type defined on H−1(c).
We now encounter a core ambiguity related to the Aristotelian nature of M ; even if

we assume that the normal form (134) is well-defined up to scaling, without a bilinear
map such as a metric, we cannot map n uniquely to a vector. Compare this to the
relativistic case where we can find a unique vector V such that

n(X) = g (V ,X) = 0 , g (V ,V ) = ±1 , (136)

for any vector X tangent to the H = c surface where g is the Sasaki metric and the
sign depends on whether the surface is time-like or space-like. As g is non-degenerate
and the surface is not null, V is unique. The Sasaki metric provides a canonical (basis
independent) map between the cotangent T ∗(TM) and the tangent bundle T (TM ).

With this said, consider a general vector V which, for want of a better name, we
shall term the Liouville quasinormal. Let V contain at least some component that does
not lie tangent to a given level set of H i.e.

dH [V ] =
∂H

∂pµ
Vµ +

(
∂H

∂xµ
+ Γρµνpρ

∂H

∂pν

)
V µ 6= 0 , (137a)

V = V µDµ +Vµ
∂

∂pµ
. (137b)
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It is our eventual purpose to use V to define a volume form on H−1(c) via the
interior product

volH−1(c) := ι∗ (iV volT ∗M ) , (138)

where ι :H−1(c) → T ∗M is the inclusion map which is necessary so that volH−1(c) ∈
Ω2d+1(H−1(c))—the space of (2d+ 1)-forms defined on H−1(c). In particular, volH−1(c)

takes as arguments vector fields in T (H−1(c)) and not T (T ∗M). The pullback via the
inclusion map is thus an important detail so that the Lie derivative of volH−1(c) along

X H remains in Ω2d+1(H−1(c))—the space of (2d+ 1)-forms defined on H−1(c).
That V is not entirely tangent to the H = c hypersurface (137) is not much to go on.

A natural restriction we can impose on V is to require it satisfies the core property we
were searching for, namely, conservation of (138) under Hamiltonian flow. We embody
this in the following lemma:

Lemma 2 (Liouville’s theorem on the constant energy hypersurface). Any non-zero
Liouville quasinormal V to the constant Hamiltonian (H= c) hypersurface that satisfies

dH [LXH
V ] = 0 , (139a)

induces a volume form volH−1(c) through (138) that satisfies Liouville’s theorem

LXH
volH−1(c) = 0 . (139b)

Proof. The details are a minor modification of the proof presented in [39] for the
relativistic volume form on a constant mass surface. Essentially one acts as the volume
form (138) on vectors tangent to the levelset and then applies the Lie derivative along
X H to the result. As the Lie derivative of V is tangent to the surface (139a), one can
show every resultant term is zero either by over-saturating forms with vectors tangent
to the surface, or by Liouville’s theorem (theorem 1) in T ∗M .

For example, in the case of the relativistic particle, one can use the Sasaki metric to
find the canonical normal to the Hamiltonian level sets. It has the form [39]

N =
1

m
pµ

∂

∂pµ
(140)

with m the mass and one quickly finds that LXH
N ∝XH. Subsequently, because the Lie

derivative of any vector field along itself vanishes identically i.e.

LXH
XH = 0 ,

and dH[LXH
N ] ∝ dH[XH] = 0, the volume form volH−1(c) in the relativistic case is pre-

served under integral curves of the Hamiltonian vector field.
More generally, given a Liouville quasinormal V, we can compute the Lie derivative

of this object along a generic Hamiltonian vector field. When restricting to our free
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Hamiltonians we find

LXf
V =Xµ

f

(
∇µVρ + Γνµσpν

∂

∂pσ
Vρ +V νRσ

µνρpσ

)
∂

∂pρ

+
(
Xν

Hf
∂νV

µ−V ν∂νX
µ
f

)
Dµ

+ Γρνσpρ

(
Xν

Hf

∂

∂pσ
V µ−V ν ∂

∂pσ
Xµ

f

)
Dµ

−Vν

(
∂

∂pν
Xµ

f

)
Dµ . (141)

We require this to be totally tangent to the constant Hamiltonian level set—
independently of the geometry (including the connection) or the Hamiltonian (modulo
that the Hamiltonian be of the free type). Thus

dHf [LXf
V ] =Xµ

f X
ρ
f

(
∇µVρ + Γνµσpν

∂

∂pσ
Vρ +V νRσ

µνρpσ

)
= 0 , (142)

where we have used (121c).
The above conditions (142) are still quite loose. One additional condition that we can

impose to narrow down the choice is to require the Liouville quasinormal be a vertical
vector. This is a well-defined restriction (see appendix B) and makes the Liouville
quasinormal independent of any connection we impose on the base Aristotelian manifold
M. Another motivation for such a restriction is that the Hamiltonian vector field of the
free Hamiltonian (121b) kills anything which is horizontal i.e.

dHf [Dµ] = 0 . (143)

This aligns well with what is known from the relativistic case as the relevant normal
vector (140) in that situation also lacks a horizontal component; there are a large num-
ber of equivalent choices and this one seems reasonable, applies generically and, most
importantly, is convenient.

By restricting our Liouville quasinormal to be vertical, we now have

Xµ
f X

ρ
f

(
∇µVρ + Γνµσpν

∂

∂pσ
Vρ

)
= 0 . (144)

Again, this is quite a loose constraint. Consequently, for further restrictions on V, we
can consider spacetimes with infinitesimal symmetries which we wish to preserve on the
Hamiltonian level-sets. This leads to the next proposition:

Proposition 4 (Level sets of the free Hamiltonians and Killing vector fields). Let

ξ be an Aristotelian Killing vector field (22) on M and ξ̂ be the uplift of this Killing
vector to T ∗M . The uplift is tangent to the level sets (Hf = c hypersurfaces) of any Hf .
Consequently, if the Liouville quasinormal additionally satisfies
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dHf

[
Lξ̂V

]
= 0 , (145)

i.e. the Lie derivative is totally tangent, then the volume form on any constant free
Hamiltonian level set (138) is preserved along integral curves of ξ̂.

Proof. For a vector field to be tangent to a H = c hypersurface, we require that

dH
[
ξ̂
]

= {H,F} =
∂H

∂pµ
pν
∂ξν

∂xµ
− ∂H

∂xµ
ξµ = 0 ,

where we have used the Poisson bracket given in definition 3. For our free Hamiltonians

dHf

[
ξ̂
]

=
∂Hf

∂ (pσνσ)
(Lξν)µ +

∂Hf

∂ (pρhρσpσ)
pµ (Lξh)µν pν .

Consequently, whenever ξ is a Killing vector (22), we have that ξ̂ is tangent to the
Hf = c hypersurfaces.

For the volume form on the level sets of the Hamiltonian we modify our earlier proof
of lemma 2 replacing V by ξ̂. Upon using the fact that the canonical volume form on
T ∗M is conserved along ξ̂ according to point 2 of proposition 2, and our constraint on
total tangency of the Lie derivative of V in the direction ξ̂ (145), we see that the volume

form is preserved along integral curves of ξ̂.

Let us compute the flow of our vertical Liouville quasinormal along a Killing vector
field. We find

Lξ̂V =

(
ξµ∂µVν − pα

∂ξα

∂xµ
∂

∂pµ
Vν +Vµ

∂ξµ

∂xν

)
∂

∂pν
. (146)

To fulfil our condition (145) we must then impose that

Xν
f

(
ξµ∂µVν +Vµ∂νξ

µ− pα
∂ξα

∂xµ
∂

∂pµ
Vν

)
= 0 . (147)

We want this to be satisfied independently of the form of the free Hamiltonian (which
can depend on a large range of parameters) and also on the particular symmetries of the
base Aristotelian manifold. While far from a proof, this is strongly suggestive that the
vector V should be constructed from a basis of the free invariant vectors of (118b) with
coefficients that depend on the free scalar invariants (118a). Moreover, these invariants,
belonging to the vertical space, are independent of the arbitrary choice of connection.
While there are two such invariants, we note that in the relativistic case one has

V =
1

m
pµ

∂

∂pµ
, (148)

which is independent of the metric and built only from the second of the primitive
vectors. As we want to trivially match onto this case, and use the minimal amount of
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geometric information, we restrict our vertical Liouville quasinormals to be of the form

V = v
(
νµpµ,pµh̃

µνpν

)
pµ

∂

∂pµ
(149)

which leaves us with one arbitrary function of the scalar invariants, v, to fix.
So far, most of the restrictions we have imposed have been geometric—now we

request one that follows from conventions on the definition of Dirac delta distributions.
We first note that there is a way to define δ-function distributions without invoking a
metric, in particular, let g be a test function and consider the case where there is a single
H = 0 level set (the generalisation to more will be clear). The δ-function distribution
(in general but we shall use the cotangent bundle as a placeholder) can be defined in
terms of an integral over the H = 0 level set as

ˆ
T ∗M

volT ∗M δ (H)g :=

ˆ
H−1(0)

ι∗ (gω) , (150)

where ω is the Gelfand–Leray form which can always be defined locally [27] by

volT ∗M = dH ∧ω (151)

and ι is the inclusion map of the level set H−1(0) in T ∗M . Typically one chooses
ω = iXvolT ∗M where X is any vector field satisfying dH[X] = 1. In cases where there is
a metric, the usual choice is something like

X ∼ ∇H
‖∇H‖2 . (152)

In our more general setting, using the normalisation dH[X] = 1, we can establish the
identity

iX (dH ∧ iXvolT ∗M ) = dH (X) iXvolT ∗M + dH ∧ iXiXvolT ∗M

= dH (X) iXvolT ∗M = iXvolT ∗M . (153)

In particular, upon rearranging, we have

iX (dH ∧ iXvolT ∗M − volT ∗M ) = 0 (154)

for every vector X that contains a component which is not tangent to H−1(0). However,
notice that this is a difference of 2(d+ 1)-forms, and is thus also a 2(d+ 1)-form, or top
form, on T ∗M . The term in parentheses takes 2(d+ 1)-arguments and is defined on
a 2(d+ 1)-dimensional spacetime. The contraction of a non-zero 2(d+ 1)-form with a
generic vector, including those not entirely tangent to the surface, cannot be zero. The
only way for the term in parentheses to be zero when contracted with a generic X is if
the relevant term is identically zero. Thus we establish that

dH ∧ iXvolT ∗M = volT ∗M . (155)
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Given these conventions, we now impose that dHf [V ] = 1, where V is our vertical
Liouville quasinormal, to match what is conventional in the literature. This introduces
a normalisation for V,

dHf [V ] =
∂Hf

∂pµ
Dpµ

[
vpν

∂

∂pν

]
= v

∂Hf

∂pµ
pµ = 1 , (156a)

⇒ v =
1

∂Hf

∂pµ
pµ

, (156b)

where we assume that ∂Hf

∂pµ
pµ 6= 0 so that v is well-defined (also for its pullback under

the inclusion map onto the H−1
f (0) hypersurface). Hence we find that

V =
pµ

pν
∂Hf

∂pν

∂

∂pµ
=

pµ
∂Hf

∂(pσνσ)
pννν + 2 ∂Hf

∂(pσhσρpρ)
pνh̃νλpλ

∂

∂pµ
, (157)

and it subsequently follows thatˆ
T ∗M

volT ∗M δ (Hf)g :=

ˆ
H−1

f (0)

volf ι
∗ (g) . (158)

This is, of course, rather abstract and we shall apply it to a simple case below.
We start by considering the canonical volume form on T ∗M given in local coordinates

in (108b). Employing the single dispersion relation Hamiltonians of (48a), in coordin-
ates adapted to the hypersurface (125), we find the conventional Liouville quasinormal
of (157) takes the form

V∗ =
1

−p0 + 2p⃗ 2 ∂H̃(p⃗ 2)
∂p⃗ 2

[
p0

∂

∂p0
+ p⃗ · ∂

∂p⃗

]
, (159)

where we have without loss of generality set λ= 1. Consequently, the volume form on
H−1

∗ (0) is the (2d+ 1)-form,

volH−1
∗ (0) = dp1 ∧ . . .∧dpd ∧dx0 ∧ . . .∧dxd , (160)

where we have pulled back onto the surface using (48b). Let g(p0, p⃗) be a test function,
then we find the following expression

−
ˆ
T ∗M

dp0 ∧ . . .∧dpd ∧dx0 ∧ . . .∧dxd δ
(
p0 − H̃

(
p⃗ 2
))
g (p0, p⃗)

=

ˆ
H−1

f (0)

dp1 ∧ . . .∧dpd ∧dx0 ∧ . . .∧dxd g
(
H̃, p⃗

)
, (161)

exactly as we might have desired.
The Liouville quasinormal is, of course, a naturally ambiguous object; but this is

a problem of integral measures in general. In the case of a Galilean boost-invariant
theory we identify one among a class of (boost-invariant) integral measures but even
this measure is not more privileged than others as one can determine by multiplying the
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measure by an arbitrary function of the invariant p⃗ 2. The relativistic case is different as
the only boost invariant measure is ddp/‖p⃗‖. What matters is that this choice is shared
by all the models we consider. Because of the nice properties we have discussed here
we henceforth take V to be as in (157). This vector is covariant, vertical, a Liouville
quasinormal, reproduces the canonical normal vector of a relativistic theory in the
right limit and is expressed entirely in terms of quantities that are defined for all free
Hamiltonians10.

4.6. Current conservation from Liouville’s theorem

So far in our development we have uplifted symmetry generators (see section 4.2) and
closed surfaces (section 4.5) from the manifold up to the cotangent bundle. We make
our final uplifts here and show how to lift conservation of charge, and invariance of the
currents under Killling symmetries, from the base Aristotelian manifold to the level sets
of Hf . This involves the following steps:

1. Defining an analogue of the particle current on phase space that is tangent to constant
energy hypersurfaces,

2. Showing that this phase space current is conserved under Hamiltonian flow—in par-
ticular, that a certain integral of this current over a closed surface embedded in
co-dimension one, constant energy hypersurfaces of the phase space is identically
zero,

3. Showing how this surface integral can be rewritten as a surface integral in the base
Aristotelian manifold, which thus also vanishes by the previous point.

Once we reach this last point, we have a vector field in phase space whose surface
integral is identically zero independently of the shape of the surface. Therefore from our
work in section 2.3 this vector field satisfies a conservation equation.

Concerning item 1, let us define the vector field

Jf = f Xf , (162)

which will eventually be the uplift of the charge current on the Aristotelian manifold.
Here f is at this point an arbitrary function, but will become the one-particle distri-
bution function when we move to kinetic theory. For J to be tangent to the level sets
H−1

f (c) we must require that

dHf [Jf ] =Xf (f)Xf = 0 . (163)

This represents a restriction on f to satisfy Xf(f ) = 0; for a free Hamiltonian. For
example, any scalar function of our free scalar invariants (118a) trivially satisfies such a
condition. In particular, free particles flow along Xf in phase space and f can be chosen
to measure the probability of a particle following such a trajectory at a given point in
H−1

f (c). This completes task 1, we have defined a current on phase space which will
nominally represent the particle density.

10 With the notable single exception of Hamiltonians where pµ
∂Hf

∂pµ
= 0.
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Let K be any vector field tangent to a constant energy hypersurface and Σ ′ ⊂H−1
f (c)

a closed subset. Consider the following integral
ˆ

Σ ′
LKvolf , (164)

where, as we discussed previously, the Lie derivative along a vector tangent to a level
set of a tensor whose entries are in the corresponding hypersurface is also in the surface.
Thus, LKvolH−1(c) is a form on H−1(c). Using Cartan’s magic formula (32) we have

LKvolf = d(iKvolf)− iKdvolf = d(iKvolf) , (165)

where the second equality follows because volf is a top form on Σ ′ and thus its exterior
derivative is zero. Consequently

ˆ
Σ ′

LKvolf =

ˆ
Σ ′

d(iKvolf) =

ˆ
∂Σ ′

ι∗Σ ′ (iKvolf) , (166)

where the last line follows from the generalised Stokes’s theorem (34), ∂Σ ′ is the bound-
ary of Σ ′ and ι∗Σ ′ is the pullback of the inclusion map

ιΣ ′ : ∂Σ ′ → Σ ′ . (167)

The pullback of the inclusion map is often implicitly assumed, but we have made it
explicit. Thus, independently of the form of K we have

ˆ
Σ ′

LKvolf =

ˆ
∂Σ ′

ι∗Σ ′ (iKvolf) . (168)

Now, when we identify K with Jf we see that

LJf
volf = L(f Xf)volf = f LXf

volf +Xf (f)volf = 0 , (169)

where the final equality follows Liouville’s theorem developed in the previous section
(lemma 4) and our constraint that Jf be tangent to the H−1

f (c) (163). Thus (168)
becomes ˆ

∂Σ ′
iJf

volf = 0 . (170)

which satisfies our goal in item 2—i.e. we have constructed a conserved integral in phase
space corresponding to Jf .

A natural question is what corresponds to Jf on the base manifold M. This is
the content of point 3. To figure this out we are going to have to integrate over the
momentum variables to leave an object defined only on M, i.e. in terms of configuration
space variables.

Now rather than Σ ′ being a generic closed submanifold in H−1
f (c) we must restrict.

In particular, let S be a closed submanifold of M. With a minor generalisation of the
discussion in section 4.5 we can lift S to a closed submanifold of H−1

f (c) if we modify the
definition (127) so that p belongs only to relevant constant Hamiltonian level set. Now
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Σ ′ refers to any such uplift and its boundary be ∂Σ ′. From the discussion in section 4.5,
if n is the normal form defining ∂S, then N = nµdxµ is the normal form defining the
2d -dimensional surface ∂Σ ′ bounding the 2d+ 1-dimensional submanifold Σ ′ of H−1(c).

Having defined the region of the base manifold M that Σ ′ corresponds to, we can
now return to trying to integrate out the momentum degrees of freedom in Jf . As N is
the normal form to ∂Σ ′ we can write the volume forms in a patch near ∂Σ ′ as

volf =N ∧ iXvolf , (171)

where iXvolf is the Gelfand–Leray form associated with some vector X that satisfies
N [X] = 1. Additionally, on this local patch we shall work in a coordinate system where

volf =N ∧σN ∧ volP (172)

where σN is built only from horizontal forms i.e. dxµ. Consequently, volP parameterises
the part of the volume form volf involving integration over generalised momentum
restricted to the level-set. Once we are allowed to decompose the volume form as (171)
we can rewrite ι∗(iJ volf) as

ι∗ (iJ volf) =N (J ) ι∗ (σN )∧ ι∗ (volP ) =N (J )σn ∧ volp , (173a)

σn = ι∗ (σN ) ∈ Ωd (M) , volp|x∈M = ι∗ (volP )|x∈M ∈ Ωd+1 (T ∗
xM) , (173b)

where we have assumed that our inclusion map is such that the pullback of volf can
be decomposed into the wedge product of a d -dimensional form on M and a (d+ 1)-
dimensional form volp that at any point x ∈M belongs to the forms on cotangent space
at x. In deriving this result we used that the pullback of the inclusion map on any normal
form vanishes and also that the pullback distributes across forms. Consequently,

ˆ
∂Σ ′

iJ volf =

ˆ
∂S

[ˆ
T ∗
xM |f

volp N [J ]

]
σn (174)

where T ∗
xM |f should be interpreted as the submanifold of Σ ′ that consists only of

momenta in a given level set of Hf .
Having allowed ourselves a volume form that separates out the momentum degrees of

freedom, given any tangent vector K to H−1
f (c) we can identify a corresponding current

K which, being defined on M, is dependent only on base manifold coordinates. This
current K is given by

n [K] =

ˆ
T ∗
xM |f

volp N [K] (175)

for any surface S. As this is true for any surface we can then identify

K =

ˆ
T ∗
xM |f

volp K , (176)
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up to matching across coordinate patches. It follows thatˆ
Σ ′

LKvolf =

ˆ
∂Σ ′

iKvolf =

ˆ
∂S

n [K]σn =

ˆ
∂S

ι∗S (iKvolM ) , (177)

for any vector K tangent to the H−1
f (c) hypersurface. Now once again we identify K

with Jf and use (169) to show that
ˆ
∂S

ι∗S (iJvolM ) = 0 (178)

where J is defined by replacing K→Jf . This completes our aim of identifying the
current in M corresponding to Jf and showing that a particular surface integral of this
current is conserved. Thus we have achieved item 3.

From our work in section 2.3, we know that given any vector J and closed subman-
ifold S, the following integrals are equivalentˆ

∂S

ι∗S (iJvolM ) =

ˆ
S

volM
(
∇µJ

µ−Σµ
µνJ

µ
)

. (179)

Moreover, as we have shown in (178), the left hand-side vanishes for any J defined in
terms of Jf by (176), independently of the closed surface S and whichever among the
functions satisfying Xf(f ) = 0 that we are considering. Thus, it follows from (179) that

∇µJ
µ−Σµ

µνJ
ν ≡ 0 , (180)

i.e. the current J is conserved. Consequently, we can now think of the various Jf ,
differing by choices of f, as the class of uplifts of a conserved current J from the base
Aristotelian manifold M to H−1

f (c). This completes items 1 to 3.
We now turn to generalising the above result from the number current to higher

currents. To generalise to the SEM tensor complex, and higher index currents in the
free case, notice that we can construct a vector current defined on a level set of Hf in
the following manner

Js (X1, . . . ,Xs) = p(X1)p(X2) . . .p(Xs)f Xf (181)

where X 1, . . . X s are arbitrary vector fields on a given tangent space to M. The Lie
derivative of the volume form along Js is given by

LJsvolf =Xf [p(X1)p(X2) . . .p(Xs)f ]volf

=

[
pν1X

ν1
1 . . .pνsX

νs
s Xf (f)

+
i=s∑
i=1

(pν1X
ν1
1 ) . . .(pνiX

µ
f ∇µX

νi
i ) . . .(pνsX

νs
s f )

]
volf , (182)

in a local coordinate system where we have used

LXf
(pµX

µ) =Xν
f Dν (pµX

µ) =Xν
f pµ∇νX

µ . (183)

https://doi.org/10.1088/1742-5468/ae1572 45

https://doi.org/10.1088/1742-5468/ae1572


The Hamiltonian mechanics of exotic particles

J.S
tat.M

ech.(2025)
123201

Assuming that once again Xf(f ) = 0, integrating the above over the uplift Σ ′ of some
closed manifold S ⊂M and applying Cartan’s magic formula we arrive at
ˆ
∂Σ ′

ι∗Σ ′iJs[X1,...,Xs]volf

−
ˆ

Σ ′
volf

[
i=s∑
i=1

J(s)µν1...νs
Xν1

1 . . .∇µX
νi . . .Xνs

s

]
= 0 , (184)

J(s)µν1...νs
= pν1 . . .pνsX

µ
f f , (185)

which is the generalisation of (170) for s > 0. When we considered the s = 0 current, the
integral over Σ ′ was identically zero, now there is a remainder coming from the vector
entries of Js. Using the decomposition of the volume form, and identifying

J(s)µν1...νs
=

ˆ
T∗x M|f

volp J(s)µν1...νs
(186)

we arrive at the following relation

ˆ
∂S

ι∗∂SiJ [X1,...,Xs]volM −
ˆ
S

[
i=s∑
i=1

J(s)µν1...νs
Xν1

1 . . .∇µX
νi
i . . .X

νs
s

]
volM

= 0 . (187)

which is satisfied for any choice of f such that Xf(f ) = 0, any set of vector fields X
belonging to the tangent space of the manifold and closed surface S ⊂M . This should
be compared to (44) where s = 1.

Now we consider the generalisation of (179) to find
ˆ
∂S

ι∗∂S(iJ [X1,...,Xs]volM ) =

ˆ
S

volM

(
∇µ(J(s)µν1...νs

Xν1
1 . . .Xνs

s )

−Σν
µνJ(s)µν1...νs

Xν1
1 . . .Xνs

s

)
(188)

Rearranging this expression we arrive at

ˆ
∂S

ι∗SiJ [X1,...,Xs]volM −
ˆ
S

[
i=s∑
i=1

J(s)µν1...νs
Xν1

1 . . .∇µX
νi
i . . .X

νs
s

]
volM

=

ˆ
S

volM

(
∇µJ(s)µν1...νs

−Σµ
µνJ(s)µν1...νs

)
Xν1

1 . . .Xνs
s , (189)

If we apply (187) then the left-hand side of the equality is zero and we have a set of
conserved currents

∇µJ(s)µν1...νs
−Σν

νµJ(s)µν1...νs
= 0 , (190)

for any free Hamiltonian.
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We now turn to our last mathematical result, that invariance of f under the uplift
of a Killing vector implies that the base manifold currents are invariant under the Lie
derivative along the original Killing vector.

Lemma 3 (Invariance of the currents under Killing symmetries). Let ξ be a Killing

vector and ξ̂ its uplift, moreover let the decomposition of the constant hypersurface
volume form (172) hold. It follows that

LξJsµν1...νs =

ˆ
T ∗
xM |f

volp X
µ
f pν1 . . .pνsLξ̂f (191)

for any higher current derived from a free Hamiltonian.

Proof. We first remind ourselves that ξ̂ is tangent to the level sets of Hf and that the
volume form we constructed, volH−1(c) is invariant under the action of the Lie derivative

along ξ̂.
Let us first replace Xf in (162) with ξ̂, so that our current is

Jξ = f ξ̂ .

This new current Jξ is tangent to the free Hamiltonian level set if ξ̂(f ) = 0 as can be
seen by acting on it with dHf . Following through the previous steps we arrive at

ˆ
T ∗
xM |f

volp f nµξ̂
µ = nµξ

µF , F =

ˆ
T ∗
xM |f

volp f ,

where we have used that nµξ̂
µ = nµξ

µ as n=N = nµdxµ. Consequently, if ξ̂(f ) = 0, then
following the remaining steps of our earlier demonstration, one sees that

ˆ
S

volM
1

e
∂µ (eξµF ) = 0 .

The Killing conditions imply (25) and consequently,

ˆ
S

volM LξF = 0 .

For this to be true generally we have that LξF = 0 whenever ξ̂(f ) = 0.

To demonstrate that the current J is invariant under the Killing field when ξ̂(f ) = 0
we define

JLξ = f Xf [Y ] ξ̂

where Y is any form defined on the base manifold. The Lie derivative along ξ̂ of this
current is not zero when ξ̂(f ) = 0, but differs by the Lie derivative of Y i.e.

LJLξ
volf = ξ̂ (YµX

µ
f )volf = Lξ (Yµ)Xµ

f volf
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where we have used Lξ̂Xf = 0. Moreover, the corresponding base manifold current to
JLξ is

ˆ
T ∗
xM |f

volp N
[
JLξ
]

=

ˆ
T ∗
xM |f

volp f X
µ
f Yµnνξ

ν = Yµnνξ
ν

ˆ
T ∗
xM |f

volp f X
µ
f

= YµJ
µn [ξ ]

We can follow the usual steps noting that

ˆ
Σ ′

volM (LξY )µ

(ˆ
T ∗
xM |f

volp X
µ
f f

)
=

ˆ
∂S

Y [J ]n [ξ]σn =

ˆ
∂S

ι∗S
(
iY [J ]ξvolM

)
ˆ
S

volM (LξY )µJ
µ =

ˆ
S

volM
1

e
∂µ (eYνJ

νξµ)

=

ˆ
S

volM

(
Yν (LξJ)µ + Jµ (LξY )µ

)
,

which finally implies

0 =

ˆ
S

volM YνLξJµ ,

for any Y µ defined on the base manifold whenever Lξ̂(f ) = 0. Thus we conclude that
LξJµ = 0 as desired. The higher currents, such as the SEM tensor complex, then follow
by replacing f →XH[Y ]p[X1] . . .p[Xs]f and using the similar steps to our derivation of
J(s)µν1...νs

.

This latter lemma is a crucial one as it relates space-time symmetries—such as
stationarity of the currents—to constraints on the one particle distribution function. It
forms a core part of the earlier section 3, being as it allows us to establish how the time-
like Killing vector which represents the fluid velocity leaves the constitutive relations
invariant. In reference to that section, we find that Hamiltonians in (123) on flat space
led to a conserved charge current and SEM tensor complex of the form

Jµ∂µ =

(
1

e

ˆ
ddp f

)
∂t +

(
2hij

e

ˆ
ddp

(
∂H̃

∂p⃗ 2

)
pjf

)
∂i , (192a)

T µν∂µ⊗dxν =

(
1

e

ˆ
ddp H̃f

)
∂t⊗dt+

(
1

e

ˆ
ddp pif

)
∂t⊗dxi

+

(
2hik

e

ˆ
ddp

∂H̃

∂p⃗ 2
pkH̃f

)
∂i⊗ dt

+

(
2hik

e

ˆ
ddp

∂H̃

∂p⃗ 2
pjpkf

)
∂i⊗dxj , (192b)

where we have used the volume form defined in (160) and set λ= 1. Importantly, on a
flat background e = 1 we see that the integral of the one-particle distribution function is
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just the particle number density—as one might have desired—and we reproduce (48f )
and (48g).

As our final point, let us consider the generalisation of the standard distribution (64)
to arbitrary spacetimes and free Hamiltonians. In particular, we take

fs = eΘ[β̂] (193)

with β̂ the uplift of a time-like Killing field. Locally, on a flat spacetime, the quantity
Θ[β̂] has the form

Θ
[
β̂
]
∼ pµβ

µ = −p0 − p⃗ · v⃗
T

, βµ =
1

T
(1, v⃗) , (194)

where we have employed (55) and thus our generalisation reproduces (64) in the appro-
priate limit. In what follows we shall show that f s satisfies

Lβ̂fs = LXf
fs = 0 . (195)

This is exactly as desired for a stationary or ‘equilibrium’ distribution as it is independ-
ent of time (roughly β) and free particle motion (Xf).

In the relativistic case, the Lie derivative of the symplectic potential Θ (given in
definition 2) along the Hamiltonian vector field gives the derivative of the Hamiltonian.
This only follows because of the simplicity of the relativistic Hamiltonian. In that case
one can easily show that Θ[β̂] is preserved along integral curves of the Hamiltonian

vector field. In our boost agnostic situation we must work harder to show that Θ[β̂] is
conserved under the action of the Lie derivative along the Hamiltonian vector field. In
particular, computing the Lie derivative along Xf one finds

LXf
Θ = d(iXf

Θ) + iXf
dΘ = d(pµX

µ
f ) + iXf

Ω = d(pµX
µ
f )−dHf . (196)

It is easy to convince oneself that the first term is generally not proportional to the
derivative of the Hamiltonian by explicit computation

LXf
Θ =

(
pµν

µ ∂
2Hf

∂ (p)2 + 2pµh̃
µαpα

∂2Hf

∂p2∂p

)
ννDpν

+ 2

(
∂Hf

∂p2
+ pµν

µ ∂
2Hf

∂p∂p2
+ pµh̃

µαpα
∂2Hf

∂ (p2)2

)
h̃νσpσDpν , (197)

where we have employed (121c). For generic Hf this is clearly not proportional to dHf .

Nevertheless, Θ[β̂] will be conserved along Hamiltonian flows i.e. any scalar function of
this expression will be a solution to the Boltzmann equation as we now demonstrate:

Proposition 5 (Conservation of Θ(β̂) along free Hamiltonian flows). If Hf is a free

Hamiltonian and β̂ the uplift of some Killing field β, then Θ[β̂] is conserved along

integral curves of both the Hamiltonian vector field and those of β̂.
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Proof. Let us begin with the second easier statement. Firstly, we notice that

Lβ̂Θ = d
[
iβ̂Θ

]
+ iβ̂dΘ = d

[
Θ
[
β̂
]]

+ iβ̂Ω = dF −dF = 0 ,

where we have used lemma 2 for the definition of F. The above identity holds for any
vector on which Θ acts, therefore

Lβ̂Θ
[
β̂
]

=
(
Lβ̂ [Θ]

)[
β̂
]

+ Θ
[
Lβ̂β̂

]
= 0 ,

where we have used that the Lie derivative of a vector field along itself is zero.
Consequently, Θ[β̂] is conserved along integral curves of β̂.

On the other hand, we can demonstrate conservation of Θ[β̂] along the free
Hamiltonian vector field by explicit computation in local coordinates where

Θ
[
β̂
]

= pµβ
µ = F .

We find that

LXf
Θ
[
β̂
]

=
∂Hf

∂p
pρLβνρ +

∂Hf

∂p2
pµLβh̃µνpν .

Employing the Killing conditions of (22) we see that this vanishes. Therefore Θ[β̂], or
any function of this quantity, is constant along Hamiltonian flows.

We also note that any function of the free invariant scalars (118a) will satisfy
invariance under flows of the Hamiltonian vector field and uplifted Killing vector.
Consequently there is a very large class of functions that are stationary with respect to
β as is discussed in lemma 3. This is also true of the Galilean case and we must turn to
collisions to find further constraints, as we did in section 3.

5. Conclusions and outlook

In this work, we have established a general framework for Hamiltonian mechanics on
Aristotelian spacetimes, focusing on systems that lack local boost symmetry. We con-
structed invariant phase-space dynamics, introduced a class of free Hamiltonians, and
established a generalised Liouville theorem valid on reparameterisation-invariant con-
straint surfaces. We further showed that conserved quantities naturally arise from uplif-
ted Aristotelian Killing vectors, and that ensembles of exotic free particles yield ideal
hydrodynamic behaviour at leading derivative orders. Remarkably, the ideal gas law
emerges universally, despite the absence of any boost symmetry.

Our results reveal several directions for future investigation. On the technical side, it
would be important to extend the formalism to include interactions between particles,
analyse the role of torsion in kinetic and hydrodynamic equations, and explore coup-
ling to background gauge fields or external potentials. As we discussed in the intro-
duction we would like to revisit several formal results [42–44], generalise and demon-
strate their applicability in numerical simulations of classical exotic particles in the
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(quasi-)hydrodynamic limit. We also plan to develop the quantum version of our frame-
work and investigate quantisation on Aristotelian phase space, where the lack of Lorentz
or Galilei symmetry gives rise to novel structures.

A particularly important direction is the construction of a generating functional for
the conserved currents. By systematically varying the structure invariants, namely the
clock form τµ and the degenerate spatial metric hµν , we expect to obtain all relevant cur-
rents, including the SEM complex, in a unified and covariant way. This would establish
a direct link between our geometric framework and effective actions for non-relativistic
fluids, and may enable the systematic inclusion of dissipative and higher-order effects.

Beyond formal developments, we expect our framework to have concrete applic-
ations. In particular, we propose applying boost-agnostic kinetic theory to systems of
active matter and collective motion. Many existing treatments of flocking, such as kinetic
theories derived from the Vicsek model, assume Galilean-invariant dispersion relations
to relate mass and momentum [7, 45–47]. We argue that this assumption is concep-
tually inconsistent: such systems are typically coupled to a medium or substrate and
lack boost invariance. The formalism developed here provides a natural and consistent
alternative, enabling a better understanding of non-equilibrium collective behaviours
and their emergent hydrodynamics [48].
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Appendix A. Local symmetry and Aristotelian manifolds

On a (d+ 1)-dimensional Lorentzian spacetime, one can, in principle, construct viel-
beins that carry a (d+ 1)-dimensional vector representation of the Lorentz group at each
point. At the heart of what makes a (d+ 1)-dimensional Aristotelian manifold distinct
is that the vielbeins instead carry a reducible vector representation of the d -dimensional
spatial rotation group. In particular, let ρstandard[g] be the standard (or defining) irre-
ducible representation of O(d) given by d -dimensional, real orthogonal matrices and ρ
a reducible, matrix representation of O(d) by (d+ 1)-dimensional matrices acting on
Rd+1. For example, one way to represent the action of O(d) is by

ρ :O (d) →GL
(
Rd+1

)
, (A.1a)

: g 7→
(

1 0
0 ρstandard [g]

)
. (A.1b)
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We note that {ρ[g]}g∈O(d) is a subgroup of O(d+ 1); in particular for every element

ρ[g] there is an inverse which is given by ρ[g]−1 = ρ[g]T as ρ[g] is an orthogonal matrix.
Consequently, one will find three numerical invariants under the action of the spatial
rotation matrices, a (d+ 1)-dimensional vector which we denote by τ ; a symmetric
(d+ 1)-dimensional matrix δ(d) with signature (0,1,1, . . . ,1), and trivially the (d+ 1)-
dimensional unit matrix. The non-trivial tensors satisfy

ρ [g]τ = τ , ρ [g]δ(d) (ρ [g])T = δ(d) . (A.2)

For comparison purposes, the Lorentz group of special relativity, O(1,d) has an irre-
ducible representation Λ :O(1,d) →GL(Rd+1) that preserves the (d+ 1)-dimensional
Minkowski metric η i.e.

Λ[g]η (Λ[g])T = η , (A.3)

where g ∈O(1,d). Similarly, the Galilean group includes shear matrices that do not
have the form (A.1). A vector space with τ and δ(d) as defined above is an Aristotelian
vector space.

We remarked above that the matrices ρ[g], and the reducible representation of O(d)
that we are interested in, are orthogonal. Thus the action of O(d) on the dual space can
be represented by ρ[g]T as ρ[g]−1 = ρ[g]T . Hence, on the dual vector space, we can also
identify three numerical invariants—a (d+ 1)-dimensional vector which we denote by ν;

a symmetric (d+ 1)-dimensional matrix δ̃(d) with signature (0,1,1, . . . ,1), and trivially
the (d+ 1)-dimensional unit matrix. The non-trivial tensors satisfy

νρ [g]T = ν , ρ [g]T δ̃(d)ρ [g] = δ̃(d) . (A.4)

We can additionally choose to normalise ν so that τ(ν) = −1. This overall sign choice is
a convention to make analogies with Lorentz symmetry more natural. We can also use ν
to impose constraints on δ(d). While there is no reason to think that δ(d)(ν,X) = 0 for a
given X, we can construct a new tensor h that has this property and is still a numerical
invariant. We introduce the left and right projectors

P (R) = δ+ ν⊗ τ , P (L) = δ+ τ ⊗ ν , (A.5)

and subsequently define

h= P (L)δ(d)P (R) , h̃= P (R)δ̃(d)P (L) . (A.6)

which are also numerical invariants under the reducible representation of O(d). These
new tensors satisfy the required property i.e.

h(ν,X) = 0 , h̃(τ ,Y ) = 0 (A.7)

for all X and Y where X is any vector in the original Aristotelian space and Y an
element of the corresponding dual vector space.

Turning now to curved manifolds, we shall assume on some manifold M that patch-
wise we are given a smooth set of vielbeins

eI = eIµdxµ , (A.8)
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in a neighbourhood of every point. Thus, at each point x on the manifold M this
introduces a basis,

{
eI
}

, of the cotangent space T ∗
xM . Furthermore, given the basis of

the cotangent space
{

eI
}

(the coframe (A.8)) at a point x ∈M , we can construct a dual
basis of the dual vector space, denoted {eI} (the frame), through demanding that

eI (eJ) = δIJ , (A.9)

where δIJ is the (d+ 1)-dimensional identity matrix. In general the vector field basis eI
defined by (A.9), will not form a coordinate system in the neighbourhood of a point
on the manifold. To see this when explicitly given such vectors, it is only necessary to
compute the action of the eI on themselves

[eI ,eJ ] = CK
IJeK , (A.10)

which is the defining relationship of the anholonomy coefficients CK
IJ . When the coeffi-

cients CK
IJ vanish then the {eI} form a coordinate basis (coordinate derivatives commute

on a smooth manifold). In contrast, if the anholonomy coefficients are non-zero then
the basis vectors cannot be integrated to form a coordinate system.

Given some ordered basis
{

eI
}

on M this might not be the most appropriate to
work with. We can, without loss of generality, choose and/or replace the leading ele-
ment by e0 7→ τ . Subsequently, the remaining elements

{
eI
}

/{τ} can be acted upon

by the projector (A.5) to enforce ν(span
{

eI
}

/{τ}) = 0. As ν spans the kernel of the
tensor h, defined in (A.6), one finds that h is a non-degenerate bilinear form on these
remaining elements. We can then perform the Gram–Schmidt procedure to create a new
orthonormal basis

{
ei=1,...,d

}
such that

τ
(
e0
)

= τ (ν) = −1 , τ
(
ei
)

= 0 , h
(
e0,X

)
= 0 , h

(
ei, ej

)
= δij . (A.11)

Using (A.9) we also have the dual basis {τ ,ei}. However, it is not necessarily the case

that h̃(ei, ej) = δij. Nevertheless rather than using h̃ defined in (A.6), which was some

tensor supplied to us, we can construct a new h̃= δijei⊗ ej that transforms appropri-
ately under O(d). The following identity between coefficients in an arbitrary basis then
follows

h̃IKhKJ = δIJ + νIτJ (A.12)

which relates the numerically invariant tensors of the vector space and its dual, with δIJ
the (d+ 1)-dimensional identity matrix.

With the symmetry structure explained, we can now use the frame and coframe to
define relevant tensors on the tangent and cotangent spaces to the base manifold M.
In particular, we define the components of the ‘structure invariants’ in the coordinate
basis to be given by

hµν := hIJeIµeJν , τµ := τIe
I
µ . (A.13)

In other works [19, 21], the Aristotelian manifold is defined in terms of just the quantities
without explicit mention of the vielbeins

{
eI
}

. Subsequently, the existence of vielbeins
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is then at some point, almost always, assumed to allow us to define h̃ (ν is always
definable in terms of the kernel of h). We however have made this part of our definition
from the start. The inverse structure invariant components are defined by

νµ := νIeµI , h̃µν := hIJeµI e
ν
J . (A.14)

From these expressions we can derive (4) given in the main body of the text. This
construction we have pursued entirely encodes our physical intuition that a space locally
looks Aristotelian. Any space that did not allow us to perform these operations in a
local neighbourhood, or at least argue away such isolated points, we would reject as
being ‘unphysical’. It is this attitude that we shall hold from now on.

Our approach here should be compared to that taken by some other works such as
[49]. These authors, for example, start from τ and h, defining the matrix τµτν +hµν and

ν as the covector such that h(ν, ·) = 0. From here h̃, as the block matrix of the inverse

νµνν + h̃µν , is argued to exist.
Given our basis, we can construct a volume form:

Definition 5 (The volume form). Let our manifold M be orientable, and suppose we
are given an arbitrary set of vielbeins

{
eI
}

and we perform the construction above to
diagonalise this basis. We define the volume form on M to be

volM = τ ∧ e1 ∧ . . .∧ ed , (A.15)

which in local coordinates takes the form of (5a).

The above discussion suffices to outline the necessary geometric concepts. We now
turn to the simplest notion of the derivative—the exterior derivative, which requires no
additional structure beyond the manifold being differentiable. The exterior derivative
acts on forms to produce higher forms in the usual way. In particular, the exterior deriv-
ative of coframe fields eI can be expressed in terms of the anholonomy coefficients (A.10)
without having to introduce a connection (additional structure). To demonstrate this,
consider (

deI
)

(eJ ,eK) = eJ
(
eI (eK)

)
− eK

(
eI (eJ)

)
− eI ([eJ ,eK ]) = −CI

JK , (A.16)

where d is the exterior derivative and we have used (A.9) and (A.10). It follows that

deI = −1

2
CI
JKeJ ∧ eK . (A.17)

In a coordinate basis this becomes(
∂[µe

I
ν] +

1

2
CI
JKe

J
µe

K
ν

)
dxµ ∧dxν = 0 , (A.18)

which is an expression which will be useful shortly.
Now we wish to extend our notion of derivatives to vectors, and as such we need

to introduce an additional structure—a connection—and thus the covariant derivative.
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Among the space of derivatives we shall suppose at least one is compatible with our
structure invariants i.e.

∇vτ = 0 , ∇vh= 0 , (A.19)

for any vector field v :M → TM . Such covariant derivatives have the attractive property
that they preserve products between the structure invariants and vectors (e.g. angles,
spatial lengths and time intervals) along integral curves of any given vector field v.

Leaving aside structure compatibility for the moment, we can act on a given set of
frame fields eI with any covariant derivative of our liking. The connection coefficients
are defined by auto-parallel transport of the frame fields with respect to this covariant
derivative:

∇eIeJ =: eKω
K
JI . (A.20)

The connection coefficients ωKJI measure how the basis eI changes as we flow in the
respective directions of the basis elements11. Given ωKJI , using linearity and the Leibnitz
rule, we can construct the directional derivative of any vector field, along any vector
field i.e.

∇vu= ∇vIeI

(
uJeJ

)
= vI

(
eI
(
uJ
)

+ωJKIu
K
)
eJ , (A.21)

where we have used the fact that uJ are functions on M and not vector components.
Moreover, employing the defining relationship between frame and coframe (A.9) we can
also determine the covariant derivative of the coframe elements

∇eIe
J = −ωJKIeK , (A.22)

allowing us to define the derivative of dual vectors. Standard techniques then extend
the covariant derivative of our choosing to arbitrary tensors.

Given the connection coefficients (A.20) and the relation (A.9), the torsion two-form
of the system is defined to be the quantity

ΘI := deI +ωIJ ∧ eJ , ωIJ = ωIJKeK . (A.23)

This quantity describes how parallel transport of a vector can fail to be independent of
the path (see [50], chapter 7 for more details). It contains two parts—the failure of a basis
to become coordinates and torsion effects arising from the connection (second term).
Unlike in the relativistic case, where we can always explicitly construct a torsion-free
connection, there is no a priori reason to assume that torsion vanishes in our Aristotelian
cases. Thus we must bear the burden of carrying it with us. In particular, using our
definition of the torsion two-form (A.23) and (A.17), we find that we can write:

ΘI = =

(
−1

2
CI
JK −ωIKJ

)
eJ ∧ eK , (A.24a)

11 Note that ωKJI is not necessarily antisymmetric in IJ.
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or in components,

ΣΘI
JK

= 2ωI[JK] −CI
JK , ΘI =

1

2
ΣΘI

JK
eJ ∧ eK , (A.24b)

where the script on ΣΘ indicates these are the torsion components with respect to Θ;
as we shall see there is an annoying sign difference that appears when we define the
torsion components in terms of the antisymmetric part of a coordinate connection Γρµν .

Importantly, if we pick a coframe eI and a connection form ωIJ then the torsion is fixed
to a particular value.

What we have discussed thus far applies to any connection. Let us now return to
our desire to find a structure invariant compatible connection (A.19). Compatibility of
any such covariant derivative with the conditions of (A.19), using (A.20), means that

τJω
J
I = 0 , hIKω

K
J +hJKω

K
I = 0 , (A.25)

where we have stated that τ I and hIJ are constant scalars on M to set ∇eKτI = ∇eKhIJ =
0. In the relativistic case we only have the latter equation with hIJ replaced by the
Minkowski metric ηIJ . These conditions tells us that at a point the connection coeffi-
cients must be a representation of the respective group (a reducible representation of
O(d) for Aristotelian spaces and an irreducible representation of O(1,d) for Lorentzian
spaces) but otherwise leaves how they vary in spacetime arbitrary. In the relativistic
case, because the connection can be entirely constructed in terms of the metric, this
missing information is supplied by the behaviour of the metric on the manifold under
the assumption that torsion vanishes. The Aristotelian case is more complex due to
both the fact that we have no basis to ignore torsion, and even in its absence there is
an ambiguity in the connection built from the structure invariants.

Suppose we have picked a connection form ωIJ that varies smoothly from one point
on the manifold to another—that is, we smoothly assign a matrix from the reducible
representation of O(d) on a (d+ 1)-dimensional Aristotelian vector space to each point
on our manifold M. Our next goal is to relate ωIJ to the usual coordinate connection12

defined by

∇µ∂ν = −Γρµν∂ρ (A.26)

for a given coordinate basis {∂µ}. As the basis is arbitrary, we have v = vIeI = vµ∂µ with
vI = vµeIµ. Consequently, taking the covariant derivative projected along a coordinate
direction we find

∇µ

(
vIeI

)
=
[
∂µv

ρ + vσ
(
∂µeJσ + eIσω

J
Iµ

)
eρJ
]
∂ρ , ωIJµ = ωIJKeKµ , (A.27)

which upon comparing with the usual coordinate expression for the covariant derivative
implies

Γρµν = eρI
(
∂µeIν + eJνω

I
Jµ

)
. (A.28)

12 We drop the additional vector in defining the covariant derivative from this point onward, with it being understood that a Greek
index indicates projection of the derivative along a coordinate direction which a uppercase Latin index indicate projection along a
non-coordinate basis direction.
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The above expression allows us to derive the usual coordinate space connection Γρµν
from objects that naturally represent the relevant local symmetries of the spacetime.

Using (A.25) and (A.28) it is straightforward to show that

∇µτν = 0 , ∇µhνρ = 0 , (A.29)

as desired from a structure invariant compatible connection. Comparable expressions
are true for the inverse structure invariants. However, the canonical volume form volM
defined in (A.15) is generally not compatible with structure invariant compatible cov-
ariant derivatives. To see this we compute

∇eJvolM = −ωIIJvolM . (A.30)

There is no a priori reason13 to assume that ωIIJ = 0.
We can further use (A.28) to express the connection Γρµν in terms of the clock-form

τµ, the spatial distance hµν and the coordinate components of the torsion Σρ
µν . We first

write (A.28) projected entirely onto non-coordinate directions

ΓKIJ = ωKJI + eµI eνJ∂νe
K
µ , ΓKIJ = eµI eνJΓρµνe

K
ρ . (A.31)

We note that the antisymmetric part of ΓKIJ is just the torsion defined in (A.23),

ΣK
IJ = 2ΓK[IJ ] = 2ωK[JI] + 2eµ[Ie

ν
J ]∂νe

K
µ = −

(
2ωK[IJ ] −CK

IJ

)
= −ΣΘK

IJ
, (A.32)

where we have employed (A.18) and defined Σ without the subscript Θ to be the anti-
symmetric part of the Christoffel connection; up to the earlier noted sign. The defin-
ition of the torsion Θ in (A.24) applies whether the basis is a coordinate basis or a
non-coordinate basis; thus if one picks a coordinate basis so that Cρ

µν = 0, then one sees
that

ΣΘρ
µν

= Σρ
[µν] = 2Γρ[µν] . (A.33)

The extra sign in (A.32) between a given non-coordinate basis and the coordinate basis
is due to the identity (A.28) which ultimately has its origin in the overall sign in the
definition of the anholonomy coefficients (A.10) and connection coefficients (A.20).

The expressions (A.25) tell us certain components of ΓKIJ are entirely expressed in
terms of derivatives of the frame and coframe (i.e. no ωIJ components)

ΓKIJτK = eµI eνJ∂ντµ , ΓPIJhPK + ΓPKJhPI = eµI eνJeρK∂νhρµ , (A.34)

where in deriving the second expression we have used the following identity

(hIP eνK +hKP eνI )eρJ∂ρe
P
ν = eµI eνKeρJ∂ρhµν = eµI eνJeρK∂νhρµ , (A.35)

13 This should be compared to the relativistic case where, if we define ωIJL = ηIKωKJL, requiring that ωIJ is a local representation
of the Lorentz algebra implies ω(IJ) = 0 or more usefully ηIJωIJK = ωIIK = 0.
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which can be obtained by differentiating (A.6) and acting with the coframe coefficients

on the result. Contracting the second identity with h̃ subsequently leads to

ΓL(IJ)hLM h̃
MK = −1

2
ΣL
IMhLJ h̃

MK − 1

2
ΣL
JMhLI h̃

MK

+ eµI eνJeKρ

[
1

2
h̃ρσ (∂νhσµ + ∂σhνµ− ∂µhσν)

]
. (A.36)

Using the (d+ 1)-dimensional decomposition of the identity given in (A.12), we find

ΓKIJ = −eµI eνJe
K
ρ (νρ∂ντµ) + ΓL(IJ)hLM h̃

MK +
1

2
ΣL
IJhLM h̃

MK . (A.37)

Multiplying by appropriate transformation factors between frame, coframe and coordin-
ate bases, we arrive at the following expression:

Γρµν = −νρ∂(µτν) +
1

2
h̃ρλ (∂µhνλ + ∂νhµλ− ∂ρhµλ)

+
1

2
h̃ρλ
(
Σσ
µνhλσ −Σσ

µλhνσ −Σσ
νλhµσ

)
− νρ∂[µτν] . (A.38)

The second line is the Aristotelian version of the contorsion tensor from relativistic
theory i.e.

Γρ[µν] =
1

2
Σρ
µν =

1

2
Σσ
µνhσλh̃

λρ− νρ∂[µτν] . (A.39)

We can equivalently derive this expression (A.38) directly in the coordinate basis as we
discuss in section 2.1, however in doing so we lose the importance of local symmetries.
Indeed, certain versions of the Newton–Cartan theory, describing Galilean gravity, have
exactly the same structure as Aristotelian spacetimes. What makes them differ is the
local symmetries.

For our structure invariant connection, we can see that the torsion is generically non-
zero; and forcing it to be will at least impose a constraint on the clock form. Crucially,
in the presence of torsion, certain familiar results from (pseudo-)Riemannian geometry
become more complicated. For example, the commutator of derivatives acting on any
tensor fields includes an additional term

[∇µ,∇ν ]T
σ1...σm
ρ1...ρn =

j=m∑
j=1

R
σj
µνλT

σ1...σj−1λσj+1...σm
ρ1...ρn

−
i=n∑
i=1

Rλ
µνρiT

σ1...σm
ρ1...ρi−1λρi+1...ρn

−Σλ
µν∇λT

σ1...σm
ρ1...ρn , (A.40a)

where we have defined the curvature tensor in the usual manner

Rρ
µνσ = 2

(
∂[µΓρν]σ + Γρ[µ|αΓα|ν]σ

)
. (A.40b)
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Extreme caution must be exercised by those familiar with relativistic physics in
manipulating Rσ

µνρ as common features of the Riemann tensor fail to hold for the
Aristotelian curvature tensor.

Lemma 4 (Collected properties of the curvature tensor). The Aristotelian curvature
tensor has the following properties:

1. The curvature tensor is antisymmetric in its first pair of indices

Rσ
(µν)ρ = 0 . (A.41)

2. The first and second Bianchi identities are

Rσ
[µνρ] = ∇[µΣσ

νρ] −Σα
[µνΣ

σ
ρ]α , (A.42a)

∇[µR
σ
νρ]λ = Σα

[µνR
σ
ρ]αλ . (A.42b)

3. For a structure-invariant compatible derivative, the following combinations of com-
ponents of the curvature tensor vanish

Rσ
µνρτσ = 0 , (A.43a)

Rλ
µνρhλσ +Rλ

µνσhρλ = 0 , (A.43b)

Rρ
µνσν

σ = 0 , (A.43c)

Rρ
µνλh̃

λσ +Rσ
µνλh̃

ρλ = 0 . (A.43d)

The first two properties are independent of whether the curvature tensor is structure-
invariant compatible but apply to connections with torsion. The final property depends
on the covariant derivative being structure-invariant compatible.

Proof. Our first point follows from the definition of the curvature tensor in terms of
the connection (A.40b). Notice that the other index symmetries of the Riemann tensor,
such as antisymmetry in the last two indices and symmetry under pair exchange of the
first and second index with third and fourth, do not generally hold.

To demonstrate the first Bianchi identity, we use (A.40a) and consider the tensor
∇ρϕ so that

[∇µ, [∇ν ,∇ρ]]ϕ= −∇µΣσ
νρ∇σϕ + Σσ

νρΣ
α
µσ∇αϕ +Rσ

νρµ∇σϕ .

By permuting indices and using the Jacobi identity,

[∇µ, [∇ν ,∇ρ]] + [∇ν , [∇ρ,∇µ]] + [∇ρ, [∇µ,∇ν ]] = 0 , (A.44)

one soon finds that

Rσ
[µνρ] = ∇[µΣσ

νρ] −Σα
[µνΣ

σ
ρ]α .

In other words, the first Bianchi identity for the Riemann tensor is only algebraic in the
absence of torsion. As for the second Bianchi identity, we use the Jacobi identity (A.44)
on a generic vector field X σ and employ (A.40a) to find
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0 = [∇µ, [∇ν ,∇ρ]]X
σ + [∇ν , [∇ρ,∇µ]]Xσ + [∇ρ, [∇µ,∇ν ]]X

σ

=
(
∇[µR

σ
νρ]λ−Σα

[µνR
σ
ρ]αλ

)
Xλ +

(
Rλ

[µνρ] −∇[µΣλ
νρ] + Σα

[µνΣ
λ
ρ]α

)
∇λX

σ

=
(
∇[µR

σ
νρ]λ−Σα

[µνR
σ
ρ]αλ

)
Xλ ,

where to arrive at the final line we have used the first Bianchi identity to eliminate
terms.

Regarding point three in our list—notice that (A.40a) and the compatibility of ∇
with τµ gives (A.43a). Meanwhile, when we replace cρσ = hρσ in (A.40a), and again
employing the compatibility of ∇ with the structure invariants, we arrive at (A.43b).,
similar to the other identities.

Appendix B. Horizontal and vertical spaces

We present here a brief discussion on the nature of horizontal and vertical spaces.
As a reminder, the cotangent bundle is the triple (M ,T ∗M ,π) with π : T ∗M →M the
projection map. This projection map has certain properties necessary for the triple to
be a fibre bundle [51]. Importantly, any fibre bundle comes equipped with a preferred
subset of vector fields—those that belong to the kernel of the projection map.

Definition 6 (Vertical vector field). Let dπ : T(x,p)(T
∗M) → TxM be the differential of

the projection map at a point (x,p) ∈ T ∗M . A vector Z ∈ T(x,p)(T
∗M) is vertical if it

belongs to the kernel of the projection map, Z ∈ ker[dπ].

In particular, in locally adapted coordinates, the differential of the projection map
takes a vector at (x, p),

Z =Xµ ∂µ|(x,p) +Yµ
∂

∂pµ

∣∣∣∣
(x,p)

(B.1)

and gives

dπ (Z) =Xµ ∂µ|x . (B.2)

Consequently, a convenient basis for the vertical space is the set

∂

∂pµ
. (B.3)

There is one well-defined notion of a vertical space, however there are many notions of
the complementary horizontal space which we now define:

Definition 7 (A horizontal subbundle a.k.a. an Ehresmann connection). Let VM
be the vertical subbundle of a manifold M and T (T ∗M) the tangent space to the
cotangent bundle. A horizontal sub-bundle is any smooth subbundle of T (T ∗M) such
that T (T ∗M) =HM ⊕VM where ⊕ is the direct sum.
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Importantly, the horizontal bundle is not unique, which is related to the arbitrariness
of connections used to build covariant derivatives. Regardless, given a chosen horizontal
subbundle, we can use it to define the lift of curves [51] from the base manifold M onto
the cotangent bundle. Let γ(λ) be a curve in M with x= γ(0). Select a point p ∈ π−1(x)
in the fibre over the point x. The horizontal lift of γ(λ), denoted by γ̃(λ), is the curve
in T ∗M that passes through p such that the tangent to this curve is in the chosen
horizontal bundle and π ◦ γ̃(λ) = γ(λ).

Let us be more concrete and follow [39], taking vector Z in T(x,p)(T
∗M). Let a curve

γ̃(λ) have the tangent vector Z at (x, p). This curve consists of the points (x(λ),p(λ))
where x(λ) ∈M and p(λ) ∈ T ∗

x(λ)M such that

(xµ (0) ,pµ (0)) = (xµ,pµ) ,

(
dxµ

dλ
(0) ,

dpµ
dλ

(0)

)
= (Xµ,Yµ) . (B.4)

Let our manifold M be supplied with some connection ∇. Then we can solve for the
parallel transport of the covector ξ along the curve xµ(λ) according to

1. the parallel transport equation

∇ẋ(λ)ξ (λ) = 0 (B.5)

for all λ ∈ [a,b],

2. with the initial value of ξ(a) = p(0).

Subsequently, the connection map at the point (x, p) acting on our initial vector Z
is defined by

K(x,p) (Z) =
d

dλ
ξ (λ)

∣∣∣∣
λ=0

. (B.6)

Using a locally adapted coordinate basis in which our initial tangent vector Z takes the
form of (B.1) we can write the connection map as [39]

K(x,p) (Z) =

[
dxµ

dλ
∇µ

(
pν (λ) dxν |x(λ)

)]
λ=0

=

[
dxµ

dλ
∇µpν (λ) dxν |x(λ) +

dxµ

dλ
pν (λ)∇µ dxν |x(λ)

]
λ=0

=

[
d

dλ
pν (λ) dxν |x(λ) −

dxµ

dλ
pν (λ)Γνµρ dxρ|x(λ)

]
λ=0

=
[
Yν −XµpνΓ

ν
µρ

]
dxν |x(0) . (B.7)

Therefore, in local adapted coordinates, the connection map takes the form

K(x,p) (Z) =
(
Yα−ΓνµαpνX

µ
)

dxα|(x,p) . (B.8)
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Just as in [39] we make the following observations:

1. The connection map does not depend on the curve.

2. The connection map is linear and maps the tangent space to the cotangent bundle
T(x,p)T

∗M to the cotangent space at x, T ∗
xM .

3. Vector Z belongs to the kernel of the connection map if and only if

Z =Xµ

[
∂µ + Γνµρpν

∂

∂pρ

]
. (B.9)

Consequently, a suitable basis for a horizontal space defined through vectors that
belong to the kernel of the connection map is the set

Dµ|(x,p) = ∂µ + Γνµρpν
∂

∂pρ

∣∣∣∣
(x,p)

. (B.10)

Importantly, this basis is dependent on the choice of covariant derivative (i.e. the
connection). A different covariant derivative leads to a different horizontal basis.

Finally then, we note that any vector Z in the tangent space of the cotangent bundle
can now be uniquely decomposed into

Z = Zµ Dµ|(x,p) +Yµ
∂

∂pµ

∣∣∣∣
(x,p)

(B.11)

as discussed in [39].
This is the point where the Aristotelian case significantly diverges from the relativ-

istic case. In the latter situation, one has the inverse metric which is an isomorphism
between T ∗

xM and TxM . No such isomorphism exists in the Aristotelian case and thus
we cannot naively define the analogue of the Sasaki metric (the uplift of the space-
time metric to the phase space). Nevertheless, this decomposition into horizontal and
vertical components has physical significance as the Hamiltonian vector fields of free
Hamiltonians all belong to the horizontal subbundle.

Appendix C. The Hamiltonian of a free Lifshitz particle

A canonical example of a non-boost invariant Lagrangian is one with Lifshitz symmetry,
which is a form of generalised scale invariance [52–55]. In this section we shall slightly
generalise some of the results in [19] showing how they can be encompassed in the
formalism we have developed in this paper.

Let us first demonstrate how a suitable Hamiltonian formulation can be derived
from a reparameterisation and scale invariant action. In particular, let xµ(λ) be the
trajectory of a particle so that under a generic scaling transformation, the scalars of the
free Hamiltonian (121a) transform as

τµẋ
µ → Λ−zτµẋ

µ , hµν ẋ
µẋν → Λ−2hµν ẋ

µẋν . (C.1)
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Under a reparameterisation of the trajectory λ= λ(λ ′) these scalars transform as

τµẋ
µ → ∂λ ′

∂λ
τµx̂

µ , hµν ẋ
µẋν →

(
∂λ ′

∂λ

)2

hµν x̂
µx̂ν , (C.2)

where x̂µ = dxµ/dλ ′. Any reparameterisation (C.2) invariant action must necessarily
take the form

S =

ˆ
dλ (τµẋ

µ) L̃

(
hµν ẋ

µẋν

(τµẋµ)2

)
(C.3)

for an arbitrary function L̃. However, under a scaling transformation the action trans-
forms as

S =

ˆ
dλ (τµẋ

µ)Λ−zL̃

(
Λ2(z−1)hµν ẋ

µẋν

(τµẋµ)2

)
. (C.4)

Subsequently, we also need L̃ to be a homogeneous function of its argument for the
action to be scale invariant. In particular

L̃

(
Λ2(z−1)hµν ẋ

µẋν

(τµẋµ)2

)
= Λ2n(z−1)L̃

(
hµν ẋ

µẋν

(τµẋµ)2

)
. (C.5)

which fixes n= z
2(z−1) . For a given z, the only scale and reparameterisation invariant

particle action on a (d+ 1)-dimensional Aristotelian manifold is then

S =

ˆ
dλ Lz , Lz =

(hµν ẋ
µẋν)

z
2(z−1)

(τµẋµ)
1

z−1

. (C.6)

When z = 2 we find

S =

ˆ
dλ

hµν ẋ
µẋν

τµẋµ
, (C.7)

as expected (see [56] for an approach to such actions and their distinct structures).
To confirm that the Hamiltonian obtained from our Lifshitz Lagrangian (C.6) van-

ishes identically, we first identify the generalised momenta:

pµν
µ =

Lz
z− 1

1

τσẋσ
, pµh̃

µνpν =

(
Lzz

2(z− 1)

)2
1

ẋµhµν ẋν
. (C.8)

The right-hand side of these expressions implies the following scaling behaviour:

pµν
µ → Λzpµν

µ , pµh̃
µν → Λ2pµh̃

µνpν . (C.9)
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It is a straightforward calculation to compute the canonical Hamiltonian using the
Legendre transformation of the Lagrangian:

H = pµẋ
µ−Lz =

[
z

2(z− 1)
Lz −

1

z− 1
Lz

]
−Lz = 0 , (C.10)

as expected.
To obtain a non-trivial Hamiltonian we must isolate the dynamical constraint obeyed

by the particles. In analogy with relativistic particles we notice that(
pµh̃

µνpν

) z
2(z−1)

=
1

z− 1

(z
2

) z
z−1

(pµν
µ)

1
z−1

⇒ 0 = −pµνµ +
1

α

(
pµh̃

µνpν

) z
2

. (C.11)

This dynamical constraint between the momenta must be obeyed by every solution to
the equations of motion. Consequently, a suitable Hamiltonian to describe the motion
of Lifshitz particles looks like

H = λ

(
pµν

µ +
1

α

(
pµh̃

µνpν

) z
2

)
, (C.12)

where λ is an auxiliary field that enforces the constraint. The scaling of this auxiliary
field can be chosen such that the full Hamiltonian scales as

H → ΛzH , (C.13)

which is the scaling behaviour dictated by our Legendre transformation. As we have
chosen our Hamiltonian to be given by (C.12), which contains just a single power of
the constraint (C.11), we quickly determine that the auxiliary field λ is just a scale-
invariant constant. Had we taken some power of the constraint as our Hamiltonian, the
result would have been more complicated and the auxiliary field would pick up a scaling
behaviour.

Appendix D. Integrating momentum over the solid angle

A standard result from tensor calculus givesˆ
Sd−1

p̂i1 p̂i2 · · · p̂i2n dΩd

= Ωd ·
Γ
(
n+ 1

2

)
Γ
(
d
2

)
√
πΓ(n)Γ

(
n+ d

2

) ∑
contractions

δ(i1i2δi3i4 . . . δi2n−1i2n) , (D.1a)

p̂i =
p⃗i√
p⃗i · p⃗i

, Ωd =
2π

d
2

Γ
(
d
2

) , (D.1b)

where Ωd is the d-dimensional solid angle of Sd−1 ⊂ Rd, p̂i is a unit vector in d -dimensions
and we summarize all possible ways to partition m indices into unordered pairs. When m
is odd there is an unpaired index and one should interpret the integral to be vanishing.
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In the presence of a non-zero velocity, the SO(d) symmetry of flat space is broken
to SO(d− 1). Let the metric on the d -sphere be written in the following coordinate
system

ds2 = dθ2 + sin(θ)2dΩ2
d−1 . (D.2)

The spatial momentum indices can be projected parallel or perpendicular to the velocity,
so it is useful to work in a coordinate system that reflects this. In particular, let us write
the Cartesian components of p⃗ in polar coordinates

p⃗= ‖p⃗‖

(
sin(θ)

i=d∑
i=1

E⃗i + cos(θ)
v⃗

v

)
, (D.3a)

E⃗2 = cos(θ1) e⃗2 , (D.3b)

E⃗i+1 = sin(θ1) . . .sin(θi−1)cos(θi) e⃗i+1 , i = 2, . . . ,d− 2 (D.3c)

E⃗d = sin(θ1) . . .sin(θd−3)sin(θd−2) e⃗d . (D.3d)

For a unit vector in particular we have

p̂= sin(θ) p̂⊥ + cos(θ) v̂ . (D.4)

Using this decomposition and (D.3) we can determine the following integrals that we
employ in section 3.3:

ˆ
dΩd cosm (θ) =

Γ
(
d−1

2

)
Γ
(
m+1

2

)
Γ
(
d+m

2

) Ωd−1δm∈2N , (D.5a)

ˆ
dΩd p̂

⊥
i cosm (θ)sinn (θ) = 0 , (D.5b)

ˆ
dΩd p̂

⊥
i p̂

⊥
j cosm (θ)sin2 (θ) =

Γ
(
d−1

2

)
Γ
(
m+1

2

)
Γ
(
d+m

2

) Ωd−1

d+m
δm∈2NΠij , (D.5c)

where

Πij = δij − v̂iv̂j . (D.5d)
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[24] Hartong J and Obers N A 2015 Hořava-Lifshitz gravity from dynamical Newton-Cartan geometry J. High Energy

Phys. JHEP07(2015)155
[25] Yano K 1957 The Theory of Lie Derivatives and Its Applications (Cambridge University Press) (https://doi.

org/10.2307/3608896)
[26] Peterson C and Bonder Y 2019 Conserved quantities in the presence of torsion: a generalization of Killing

theorem Mod. Phys. Lett. A 35 2050052
[27] Arnold V I, Gusein-Zade S M and Varchenko A N 2012 Singularities of Differentiable Maps (Modern BirkhäUser
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